
 

Thank you to everyone who signed up for FCC Supper 

Clubs, sponsored by the Fellowship Board. It is our 

hope that this experience will bring new as well as 

strengthened connections among our faith communi-

ty—and hopefully good food shared, too.  68 folks 

signed up for a total of 9 Supper Clubs of 7-8 people 

based on your preferences and availability. 

Supper Club participants are invited to a potluck on Sunday, February 9
th 

at 4:00 p.m. in Fellowship 

Hall for the official kick-off of our Supper Club season.  Supper Club groupings will be sent out the 

week before. 

Please plan to bring a dish to share.  The Fellowship Board will provide drinks.  You will sit with 

your “club” and have a chance to start getting to know each other—or in some cases reacquainted. 

You’ll also have the opportunity to decide among 

yourselves who will be your group’s coordinator/

chief communicator.  And you’ll want to bring 

your calendars so you can plan your gathering 

dates and locations.  The parameters as we laid 

them out initially were for each group to meet 3-4 

times within a 4-5 month period—but it’s really 

up to each group. 

If you need a ride to the potluck, please let some-
one from the Fellowship Board know. And if you 
cannot make it or have chosen not to participate 
after all, please let us know that as well. 

Volume XLI Number 2 

The Spire • February 2020 

First Congregational Church of San Jose • UCC • In Partnership with United Disciples Fellowship 
Church Office: (408) 377-7121   www.firstccsj.org 

Ash Wednesday Service 

Our Lenten season begins, as always, with our Ash 

Wednesday service, and this year it will be held on 

Wednesday February 26th at 7:00 p.m..  The theme 

for this year’s Lenten series will be Creation and 

what our faith tradition calls us to consider about 

our responsibility to be stewards within this Crea-

tion. Love in the Time of Climate Change will look at 

our role in God’s creative Love from different texts 

each week. We enter this work through the door of 

Ash Wednesday and you are invited to come bring 

your prayers for a better world. 
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Beloved Community, 

One maxim, of both simplicity and 

merit these days, is that it is hard 

to know how to be the Church 

right now. It is not unlike a person 

who has spent nearly all their life 

sitting on the couch watching tele-

vision (something 

my mother fretfully 

envisioned for me 

when I was in my 

early teens) and 

now, decades later, 

decides that it’s 

time to get serious about diet and 

exercise. It feels, at first, as though 

it might be impossible, and then it 

becomes painful, before becoming 

merely difficult. Finding a path out 

of being a sedentary Church is a 

real challenge when the couch has 

been awfully comfortable for a 

very long time. 

What I mean, I suppose, is that in 

recent decades the Protestant 

Mainline Church has been through 

a period of extended rest. As Rev. 

Dr. Ruth Fletcher points out in the 

fourth chapter of Thrive, the narra-

tive of Hebrew people and New 

Testament people alike has been 

one of episodic journey and striv-

ing toward the fulfillment of Divine 

vision. Yet part of the cycle of that 

journey narrative always seems to 

involve the rest stop, the time 

when, for the religious community, 

the feeling of having arrived over-

takes the sense of struggle on the 

road. As our lives have become 

easier it has become less compel-

ling for us to imagine ourselves 

MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES  If you have entertained thoughts of becoming a voting member 

of the First Congregational Church of San Jose community, or if you are simply interested in what this might 

entail, please plan on coming to our next Enquirers Gathering on Sunday February 09, beginning at 11:45 (in 

the church offices). This is an informal conversation meant to answer your questions and share pizza togeth-

er. You can let Tom Gough know if you are planning on attending (or any pizza-oriented dietary restrictions 

you might have) or simply drop in if you feel like it on the 9th. 

being part of that biblical narra-

tive that asks us to help craft a 

world of compassion, inclusion, 

justice, and hope for people both 

inside and outside our communi-

ties, what Fletcher refers to as 

God’s New Creation.  Re-aligning 

with this 

narrative 

may seem 

impossible, 

inertia being 

what it is, 

but with 

courage and hope it can be done, 

and will need to be done, if the 

Church is to regain even a small 

place of relevance in the world. 

My own personal concern here is 

that, if religious communities 

don’t find a way to refocus on a 

“God’s New Creation” narrative, 

no one else will. No one. 

Part of our task then, as I see it, is 

to decide together what will con-

stitute our God’s New Creation 

narrative. What will it include? 

How will we live this out in the 

world in which we find ourselves? 

How can we be agents for change, 

modeling a way of living in com-

munity that aims at fulfilling that 

biblical vision of wholeness rather 

than the more popular and world-

ly vision of competitive isolation, 

distrust, and enmity? It’s an im-

portant question for the wider 

Church, I hope it’s an important 

question for our beloved commu-

nity as well. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Tom 

How can we be agents for change, 

modeling a way of living in community 

that aims at fulfilling that biblical vision 

of wholeness rather than the more 

popular and worldly vision of competi-

tive isolation, distrust, and enmity? 

Rev. Tom’s Message 

Saturday, February 1, 2020 

5:00 p.m. 
 

The Prophet’s Lament: 

Exploring Jesus’s Vision  

for a Just and Loving World  

Led by 

Jeanne Farrington 

& 

Steven Monhollen 
 

Location: Pat and Dave Elliott’s 
(in Morgan Hill) 

All are welcome!  For more infor-

mation and to get in on carpool-

ing to the Elliott's, contact Shelley 

Wessels at  

skwessels24@gmail.com or any 

other UDF member. 

United Disciples 
Fellowship 

mailto:skwessels24@gmail.com


Deborah Circle 

Deborah Circle will meet on 

Wednesday, February 5th, at 

11:00 a.m. in the Friendship 

Room.   

Bring your lunch and a snack to 

share, if you wish, and join the  

get-together. Hope to see you 

then. 
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Calling all bakers, crafters, and 

shoppers! Please put April 5th  on 

your calendars for the Spring Bake 

Sale. We will have baked goods, 

crafts, and a table to buy some-

thing sweet to go with your coffee.  

Our bake sale will be a success with your contributions of delicious 

goods to brighten the holiday. If you bring gluten-free items to sell, 

please indicate that on your label. Also, an indication of what kind of 

nuts might be in your item will help those with allergies. We welcome 

jams, honey, and all types of baked items.  Crafty folks can help by do-

nating art pieces, potholders, cards, and other gifts. They are always a 

big hit!  The money we raise from the Spring sale will help fund our 

Rebuilding Together Silicon Valley project this year.  

You may bring items to Church on Saturday, April 4th between 10:00 am 

and 12:00 Noon, and before Church on Sunday the 5th. We look forward 

to your support in making the Bake Sale a success. 

Pictures from the  

2020 Women’s Retreat  

at St. Francis Retreat Center. 

The picture above is the plaque we donated last year 

in front of the dinning hall patio. 

To the left our leaders for the 36th Annual Retreat:  

Karen Winchester, Rev, Deborah Streeter, Rev. 

Ann Lougee, Karen Armor, Deb Gordon and 

Karen Boyle. 



All women are invited to attend 

our Women of Faith Groups. We 

meet monthly for discussion of a 

theme and loving support for one 

another.  You are welcome to join 

either or both groups.  

 

Morning Women of Faith: 

Meets the 1st Monday at 10:00 

a.m. each month.  Our next meet-

ing is February 3rd.  All women are 

welcome to this time of mutual 

support and caring conversation.  

Please join us! 

 

Evening Women of Faith:   

Our next meeting is on Wednes-

day, February 26th  at 7:30 p.m. in 

the Youth Room. We will continue 

discussing Rachel Held Evens’ 

Searching for Sunday. The time has 

been changed to 7:30 p.m. so you 

can attend the 6:30 p.m. Contem-

plative Prayer Meeting in Rev. 

Tom’s office. We welcome every-

one to attend.  You need not be a 

member of this church (or any 

church); you are welcome.  
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As we move into chapter 5 of Christine Valters Paintner’s book on Celtic 

spiritual practices we are led into a discussion about Soul Friendship 

(anam cara). Many of us may be familiar with the concept from John 

O’Donohue’s 1998 book by the same name, but in the Celtic spiritual 

traditions the attaining of such a soul friend is often of the highest pri-

ority. Here is a friend and a confidant with whom we can share the 

most honest and intimate thoughts from our journey, and from whom 

we can expect not simply support but insight, truth, and an undistorted 

mirror held up for our own reflection. A soul friend also helps us draw 

together the courage to say yes to our most significant dreams, to find 

the path through that is truest to who we are. I imagine that most of us 

could use such a friend and that most of us go without such a friend for 

long periods of our lives. 

Some of the Celtic Saints have had Soul Friends who were not of this 

earthly plane. St. Patrick was said, for example, to have had an anam 

cara named Victor who was a kind of guardian spirit who often came to 

Patrick in dreams. Soul Friends can help us negotiate the labyrinth of 

inner selves that most of us harbor within. Paintner lifts up Jungian psy-

chologist Chelsea Wakefield’s work in helping people work with the 

multitude of roles and self-perceptions that we all must embrace as we 

move through the world. That host of 

competing voices that all have an 

opinion about how we ought to live 

our lives can be challenging to us and 

difficult to sort out. Giving a fixed cre-

dence to any one in particular, over 

identifying with one particular “self,” 

can lead us into establishing a façade 

that may not represent our truest self. 

This is where a soul friend can be cru-

cially helpful. They can help “keep us 

honest” and see more clearly what we 

are doing and what we are going 

through. 

Do you have such a friend in your life? 

Someone you can turn to when you 

need clarity? Someone to whom you 

can entrust the secrets of your heart? 

THE SOUL’S SLOW RIPENING 

 

SPIRITUAL EXPLORATION GROUP 

Monday February 10th will mark the next gathering of our Spiritual Exploration Group (2:30 to 

4:00 p.m. in the Sr. Minister’s study) and the book up for discussion this time will be The Shat-

tered Lantern; Rediscovering a felt presence of God by Ronald Rolheiser. As always, you don’t 

have to have read the book to join in the discussion, but it sometimes helps a little. 



Acknowledgments & 

Celebrations: 

 Thank you to Sacred Spaces 

for the beautiful Advent altar 

arrangement.  

 Thank you to Charles 

Weidmann & Liz Carey, How-

ard & Marilyn Cohen, Debbie 

& Daniel Earl, and Jacqui Reed 

for stepping into ushering and 

greeting spots for the Christ-

mas Eve service. 

 Thank you to the Board of Fel-

lowship for the successful 

Christmas brunch, including 

finding space and food for so 

many unexpected guests! Spe-

cial thanks to Michal & Eli for 

their humorous hosting of the 

singalong. 

 Correction to the team that 

brought us the Legends of the 

Harp. Thanks you to Ruth Te-

bo, Kristina McHenery and 

Kathy Goldbach 

Highlights: 

Church Projects Update 

Chancel remodel 

Having met with an architect to 

update the plans to conform 

with current requirements, the 

ministry team will submit the 

new design to the Trustees. 

A capital campaign is anticipat-

ed to begin in either Spring or 

Fall, following a congregational 

vote on the project. 

Church Property use 

Options for use of church prop-

erty to generate income are un-

der review. 
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Council Highlights THANK YOU FOR A SUCCESSFUL 
HOLIDAY SEASON OF GIVING! 

Once again, your kindness and generosity has made a HUGE impact! 

In November/December, the Community Services Ministry Team led 

our annual book drive to benefit Next Door Solutions to Domestic Vio-

lence and you did not disappoint.  

We collected 278 books and one third of those were Spanish!  That’s 

20% more than we collected last year! The titles ran from toddlers to 

teens and boxes packed full of books filled the trunk of my car. Beth 

Williams of Next Door was thrilled, especially with the large number of 

Spanish books. She told me our Spanish books were almost the only 

Spanish donations they had received. Your open hearts brought joy to 

so many kids in the form of a new book! 

We also had a highly successful partnership with Books, Inc in the 

Pruneyard. Robin ordered extra Spanish titles for us and help me pick 

the best and most popular books for all age ranges with your generous 

monetary donations. They graciously gave us the educators discount 

so we could get as much bang for our buck as possible. We hope to 

partner with them again next year. A big thank you to Anthony and 

Robin at Books, Inc, as well as the employees who always helped with a 

smile.  

Also over the holidays, we stocked a barrel to the brim with food and 

sent it off to Second Harvest Food Bank. Not only that, we have anoth-

er barrel just about filled to send to them during these cold months. 

Our church pantry is stocked for folks coming to us for food.  The need 

is still here so keep filling our food cart. You can find it in the breeze-

way every Sunday.  

THANK YOU ALL, so much.  Here’s to a blessed and prosperous new 

year! 

Trish Fay, Community Services Ministry Team  

Look at all these books!!! 



Volunteer 

Opportunities 

with 

Children and Youth  
All of us have talents to offer.  

Family Ministries is always looking 

for people who are interested in 

sharing their talents with the chil-

dren and youth of this church.  We 

have one-time opportunities 

such as leading program for Kids 

Night Out. We have scheduled 

opportunities on Sunday morn-

ing teaching or helping in Church 

School or helping with the Youth.  

If you are interested, please con-

tact Maryann Coole.   
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Sunday 

School 

All Children 

(unless they 

are already in 

Infant care) 

begin worship 

in the Sanctu-

ary with the entire congregation.  

Following the Children’s Moment, 

they will be escorted to their Pro-

gram Rooms until 11:15 a.m.  

Note:  On the 1st Sunday of each 

month, the children will remain in 

worship to experience Commun-

ion and our full worship service 

with their parents.  Pre-school 

children can remain in worship or 

go to the nursery on those Sun-

days.   

Pre-School Room 6:  Our Pre-K to 

1st graders will join a leader and 

nursery attendants where there 

will be Story time, crafts, and ac-

tivities based on the “God Loves 

Me” curriculum.  All Children must 

be picked up by a guardian at 

11:15 a.m.. 

Elementary Room 14:  Children in 

grades 2nd to 5th join 2 adult lead-

ers for our “A Joyful Path”, a Pro-

gressive Christianity curriculum, 

which includes a story, discussion, 

individual and group activity time.  

All children must be picked up by 

a guardian at 11:15 
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Family Ministries 

Family Ministries Board 

Presents 

Kid’s Night Out 

Sharing Love 

with 

The Church Family  

February 7 – 6 to 9PM 

It is time for Food, Fun, and 

Friends!  All Kid’s 5th grade and 

younger are invited to come be 

part of Food (Pizza), Fun 

(Games), and Friends (those pre-

sent and crafting cards for our 

Church Family).  It will be a night 

of crafting cards to send love to 

our Church friends in need with 

a time for games too.  We will 

meet in the youth room.  Please 

RSVP to invite, Church office, 

Maryann Coole or Kadie Eck-

hardt.  Please let Maryann know 

if you need a scholarship.  Cost 

$10 per child.   

Contact:  MaryAnn Coole Director of Children & Youth  

youthdirector@firstccsj.org or 408-377-7121 ex. 114. 

Maryann’s office hours are  

Monday & Thursday 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

/2    Children in Church 

2/7   Kid’s Night Out – 5
th

 

grade and younger 6 to 9 PM, 

Youth Room 

2/9   Church School  

2/16  Church  

2/23   Church School  

Sunday Youth Schedule: 
1st Sunday of the Month 

 2/2-Youth Breakfast Club 8:30 

am to 11:15 am 

2nd Sundays 

 2/9-Church Youth 10:00 a.m. 

to 11:15 a.m. 

3rd Sundays 

 2/16-Youth at Play 10:00 a.m. 

to 11:15 a.m. 

4th Sundays 

 2/22-Youth in Church 10:00 

a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 

 2/23-Youth Christmas Party 

11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Sundays weekly 

 Youth Hang Out 11:15 to 1PM 

TBD   Trip to the Theater  “Into 
the Woods Jr” 



February 

Arlene Chaplin 2/2 

Kadie Eckhardt 2/3 

Tara Everton 2/5 

Sarah Schweizer 2/9 

Harry Lew 2/11 

Sabrina Cesare 2/11 

Thomas Zhang 2/12 

Patrick Dalton 2/14 

Eric Noren 2/17 

Stella Alexander 2/21 

Janey Curry 2/22 

Don Pacholec 2/24 

Judy Smith 2/29 

February 

Tom and Carol Boyce 2/3 

Dennis and Diane Noren 2/4 
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In Our Thoughts 

& Prayers 

 Mayetta Behringer Family 

as the mourn her passing 

January 13, 2020. 

 Billie Cole 

 Noel Tebo 

 Jan Heymann 

 Pat Meyer 

 Martha Guthrie 

 Lowell Berge family as the 
mourn his passing January 
21, 2020. 

 Darlene Bogle & Becky 
Lake 

 Mariel Oliver 

 Helen Battad 

 Betty Kirtland 

 Thomas Schweizer 

 All those who struggling 
with family changes. 

 All those who are recipi-
ents of hospice care. 

 The women at Elmwood 
Jail. 

 All Military active duty 
and all Veterans; May we 
be a welcoming congrega-
tion for all those who have 
served (and their families) 
in the Armed Forces  

2020 SPIRE DATES 

Month Deadline Mailing 

February Mon. Jan. 20 Jan. 28 

March Mon. Feb. 17 Feb. 26 

April Mon. Mar. 16 Mar. 25 

May Mon. Apr. 20 Apr. 29 

June Mon. May 18 May 27 

July Mon. June 15 June 24 

August Mon. July 20 July 29 

September Mon. Aug. 17 Aug. 26 

October Mon. Sept. 21 Sept. 30 

November  Mon. Oct. 19 Oct. 28 

December Mon. Nov. 16 Nov. 25 

January 2021 Mon. Dec. 21 Dec. 30 

Staff Office Hours 

Rev. Tom is in the office 

Saturday — Wednesday & takes 

Thursday & Friday off.  Available 

weekly from Saturday through 

Wednesday . Do not expect a 

reply on Thursday or Friday. 

Maryann’s office hours are 

Monday and Thursday 1:00 p.m. 

to 4:30 p.m. 

Kristin’s hours are Mon & Wed 

9:00 a.m.-noon & by 

appointment.  

Cindy - Office manager is in the 

office Monday — Friday from 

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

HELP WANTED 

SECOND SUNDAY 

DONUT PERSON NEEDED: 

Job Description:  Purchase 3-6 
dozen donuts and sell them dur-
ing coffee hour on the second 
Sunday of the month.  You will be 
reimbursed for the cost of the 
donuts you purchase.   

Reward:  Happy people with 
many, many smiles. 

Contact:  Ruth Tebo if you can 

help or need more information 

teboruth@gmail.com or 408-446-

1030  

mailto:teboruth@gmail.com
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BOARD/COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

Church Council 1st Tues 7:30 pm Friendship Rm 
Family Ministries 2nd Sun 11:30 am Church Office 
Common Ground 3rd Tues 6:30 pm Friendship Rm 

Trustees 3rd Tues 6:30 pm Friendship Rm 
Diaconate 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Sanctuary 
Outreach 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Office 
Fellowship 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Room 14 

Executive Council  4th Sun 11:30 am Rv. Tom’s Office 
Adult Learning As Needed 
Special Gifts As Needed See Spire Calendar 
Stewardship  As Needed for dates and time. 
Pastoral Relations As Needed 
Personnel Policies As Needed 

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS. 
 

Sun 10:00 am FCC Worship Sanctuary 
 11:00 am FCC Fellowship Fellowship Hall 
 11:30 am Adult Forum Friendship Room 
 1:00 pm Lectionary Study Friendship Room 
Mon 10:00 am Staff Meeting Rv. Tom’s Office 
 10:00 am Morning Women of Faith(1

st
) Friendship Rm 

 11:30 am Dreamer’s Choice Lunch (2
nd

) Courtyard 
 12:15 pm Dream Group Friendship Room 
 2:30 pm Spiritual Practice(2

nd
) Rv. Tom’s Office 

 7:30 pm Bell Rehearsal Sanctuary 
Tues 3:30 pm Wake Up & Knit Friendship Room 
Wed 6:30 pm Prayer Group Rev Tom’s Office 
 7:00 pm Evening Women of Faith(4

th
)  off site 

Wed-Sat10:00 am  Organ Practice Sanctuary 
Thur 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 

February 2020 
Saturday 1 5:00 pm UDF Meeting Off Site 

Sunday 2 8:30 am Youth Breakfast Club Youth Room 

Monday 3 10:00 am Morning Women of Faith Friendship Room 

 3 2:30 pm Mega Staff Meeting Rev. Tom’s Office 

Tuesday 4 7:30 pm Church Council Friendship Room 

Wednesday 5 11:00 am Deborah Circle Friendship Room 

Friday 7 6:00 pm Kid’s Night Out Youth Room 

Saturday 8 9:00 am Indivisible Meeting Friendship Room 

 8 12:00 pm John Oliver’s Memorial Service Sanctuary 

Sunday 9 11:30 am Enquirers Gathering Lunch Church Offices 

 9 4:00 pm The First Supper Club Potluck Fellowship Hall 

Monday 10 11:30 am Dreamers Choice Lunch Courtyard 

 10 2:30 pm Spiritual Exploration Rev. Tom’s Office 

Monday 17  Office Closed  

 17  Spire Articles Due Church Office 

Tuesday 18 1:30 pm Family Harvest Food Sorting Off Site 

 18 6:30 pm Common Ground Meal Friendship Room 

Saturday 22 1:00 pm Claire Daggett’s Memorial Service Sanctuary 

 22 4:00 pm Labyrinth Walk Labyrinth 

Sunday 23 11:30 am Adult Forum — White Fragility Discussion Friendship Room 
Tuesday 25 9:00 am Spire Folding Church Office 
Wednesday 26 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service Sanctuary 



We are an Open and Affirming Congregation! 

Mission Statement:  To understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS WORSHIP TIME - SUNDAY AT 10:00 A.M. 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday—Wednesday) Children’s Church School and 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Thursday—Friday) Nursery Care are available 

 

FAMILY HARVEST FOOD SORTING:  Help is needed to distribute food to needy families. Our church provides 5 to 7 

volunteers each month to help distribute food to approximately 150 families at a local temporary distribution center. If 

you are available, the third Tuesday afternoon of the month, your help is needed. We work at Campbell United Method-

ist Church from 1:30 to 4:30 PM. Please see Judy Stevens for more information.  

SLOPPY JOE LUNCHES:  We are looking for volunteers to cook and serve a hot lunch for about 30 homeless 

youth at the Bill Wilson Drop In Center on March 25 and beyond. This ongoing service of love and concern is 

much appreciated by youth and  staff alike. You will be on a team of two. Anyone can be a member of a 

team. Let Ellen Cook know if you are interested.  

VILLAGE HOUSE:  Both the Day Center and the Overnight Center for medically fragile homeless women are 

looking for volunteers to support this vulnerable population. There are meals to be prepared as well as short 

(2-3 hour) shifts where you simply provide caring company for the women alongside a volunteer from the 

host church. In February, the Overnight Center will be at Willow Glen United Methodist. The February Day 

Center is at St Francis Episcopal (Sun-Wed) and Almaden Hills United Methodist (Th-Sat). Please go to the 

Village House website:  villagehousesccca.com for more information and to sign up online. 

Then you can click through to the sign up pages to look for opportunities. This program has been struggling, 

needing more volunteers than the host churches can provide. We cannot be a host church, but we can help 

out at other churches. If you would like to talk with someone from our church who is already involved see 

Ellen Cook, Kathy Goldbach or Carla Zaccheo. 

FCCSJ Help Wanted 


