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Virtual Worship Services:  Have you missed one or more of First Congregational Church’s 

virtual worships?  You can view them on our web site at:  http://firstccsj.org/sermon-series/virtual-worship-
service/ . Just click on the services) you wish to watch  
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Cat Got Your Tongue During Virtual Coffee Hour? 
Here’s an Idea. 

Since the “shelter-in-place” order went into effect, our church’s 

Social Medial Ministry Team hopes you’ve been able to “attend” 

Sunday worship services via the church website (firstccsj.org) or our 

Facebook page. We are happy to report that many of you are also 

participating in the Virtual Coffee Fellowship Hour following the 

Sunday service from 11 a.m. to noon. These are offered on Zoom 

and you should be receiving advance email notification of the link.  

Not sure what to talk about with others in your Zoom “breakout 

room”? Here are Suggested Themes for upcoming Sundays. Use 

these as conversation starters and sharing opportunities. We 

encourage you to tell a short story and/or show a photo or other 

“visual aid.”  

Sunday, May 31 — Special Hat Day 

Show your favorite, craziest, prettiest, most useful 

or memorable hat. 

Sunday, June 7 — Grad Day/Alma Mater Day 

Tell about someone who is graduating this year or 

share your favorite graduation memory. 

Sunday, June 14 — “Finding Joy” Day 

Before Coffee Hour, check out the new 

 video, then, tell us what brings YOU joy. 

Sunday, June 21 — Father’s Day 

Tell a brief story about your father or someone who is 

a father figure to you. Or, talk about being a father. 

Sunday, June 28 — Animal/Pet Appreciation Day 

Talk about your favorite pet or animal. Show us a 

photo or illustration. 

We hope these suggested themes will make the time we all spend 

together even more fun, interesting and meaningful. Of course, if 

you want to talk about something different, speak out! 

If you have an idea for a future Virtual Coffee Fellowship Hour 

theme, please contact Carla Zaccheo. 

DRUM ROLL, PLEASE! 

Introducing, 

once again for 

the first time, 

our very own 

Rev. Penny 

Phillips! 

Back in Janu-

ary Charles 

Weidmann and Tom Gough ap-

proached Rev. Penny before she had 

even retired and asked if she would 

consider assisting with pastoral care for 

our church community. Now, she has 

finally agreed to join the church staff as 

our new Minister of Pastoral Care and 

Connections! The MPCC is tasked with 

providing pastoral care to our commu-

nity through a variety of communica-

tion tools, to include but not limited to, 

personal visits, social media, telephone 

contact and small groups to the con-

gregation. Penny is ideally suited to 

these tasks and we are so pleased to 

have her doing this work in our midst.  

Penny will be able to provide about 10 

hours of pastoral care work each week 

and will work closely with Pastor Tom to 

help insure the needs of our community 

are more effectively met. What a bless-

ing! Rev. Penny begins her new work on 

May 25 and you may contact her at 

feipeini@gmail.com  

http://firstccsj.org/sermon-series/virtual-worship-service/
http://firstccsj.org/sermon-series/virtual-worship-service/
mailto:feipeini@gmail.com
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Virtually Church 

Virtual Worship, Virtual Coffee 

Hour, Virtual Dream Group, Virtual 

Meetings, Virtual Sunday School 

… I don’t know about you, but I’m 

getting thoroughly sick of the 

word “Virtual”. As grateful as I am 

that we at least have this, I know it 

is not the same. I miss you. I miss 

choir rehearsals. I miss laughter, 

donuts, hugs, and oh my good-

ness, I miss our children.  

I have been working with staff and 

volunteers to come up with a plan 

for a safe return to 1980 Hamilton. 

We are attending Church in a 

Time of Covid Webinars, review-

ing health recommendations, rep-

utable scientific studies and gov-

ernment orders, and studying the 

experiences of other churches and 

gatherings as they occur to try to 

determine what “best practices” to 

adopt for our population. As our 

plans solidify, we will be sharing 

them widely for comments and 

careful consideration.  

I am very thankful that Maryann 

Coole has agreed to serve as our 

Covid Risk Management Lead. She 

and I will continue to study the 

available information and organ-

ize staff, ushers, trustees and 

property management to get us 

prepared. 

The hard news is that it will be a 

while before we can gather to-

gether in worship. And our wor-

ship practices will need to be 

modified for our own safety for 

some time. In the midst of this, we 

should seize the opportunity to 

look at how we worship and be 

open to new possibilities that we 

might never consider without this 

disruption. We welcome your ide-

as and your encouragement. And 

we look forward to our return to 

each other, with God’s help. 

Breathing in goodness, breathing 

out love, 

Kristin Link 

COOKIE MINISTRY TEAM 

FORMING 
The Bill Wilson Drop In Center doesn’t need Slop-

py Joe lunches during the “Great Pause.” But, I am 

initiating a COOKIE MINISTRY with the blessing of 

the director, Desiree Herrara. They would love to 

have homemade cookies, packaged in zip lock 

bags, for the homeless youth. Here is the plan: 

Bake enough cookies for 30 people (2 regular or 

1 large per person). Seal them in the bags along 

with a slip of paper that says “Baked with love by 

your first name, First Congregational Church of 

San Jose.” We will provide cookies once per week, 

on Wednesdays. There are 3 ways to deliver the 

cookies: 1) take to Ellen’s house and she will de-

liver, 2) deliver to the Center yourself, 3) Ellen 

picks them up from you and delivers. I will want 

them by 11:00am on Wednesdays, or the evening 

before. If you bring them to my house, I will come 

out to your car (with mask on) and get them from 

you. You don’t need to get out. At the Drop In 

Center, a Staff Member will come out to the car 

to get them.  

Please email Ellen Cook 

(ellencookphd@gmail.com) if 

you would like to participate. You will need to 

bake cookies once every 6 

weeks or even less often.  This 

expression of your love is very 

much needed at this time, 

when everything is so imper-

sonal and distanced. 

Town Hall Meetings 

Join church leadership as they host two Town Hall ses-

sions to provide updates on what is happening at FCC 

SJ.  

On June 3rd, the Treasurer, on behalf of the Board of 

Trustees, will present the annual budget forum, includ-

ing an update on current year income and expenses and 

the 2020-2021 pledge campaign.  They will also provide 

an update on our property use and future plans.  

On June 10th, Church staff will provide an update on 

what they have been doing during the Shelter In Place 

period, what services and support are available and 

some of the planning that is happening for resumption 

of services.  The Sanctuary Improvement Ministry Team 

will provide an update on next steps dues to these 

changing times.  

Thank you, Thank you, 

Second Harvest Volunteers 
We are so grateful for those who have volunteered to 

help Second Harvest Food Bank distribute groceries to 

needy families. Our volunteers for the May distribution 

were Gwen and Terry Duffy, Liz Carey, Anthony and 

Connie Lucid, Nancy Lucid’s son and daughter, and their 

friend Andy. The need is so great, and this is such and 

important contribution to our community. 

If you or someone you know is interested in volunteer-

ing for the June distribution on June 16, please contact 

Judy Stevens at stevensjudyk@gmail.com.  Community 

Service Ministry Team 

mailto:ellencookphd@gmail.com
mailto:stevensjudyk@gmail.com
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Dear Friends, 

Isn’t this amazing? Not a single 

one of us - I would guess - ever 

pictured ourselves sheltering-in-

place for more than a few days at a 

time, and then, perhaps, only due 

to severe weather. What an odd 

place we find ourselves in at the 

moment, though, fair to say, not 

entirely unprecedented. We are 

learning an awful lot about our 

limits, aren’t we? We are learning 

about our personal limits of 

course, the limits of family and 

friends and community. We are 

learning about the limits of our 

economy, medical science, govern-

ment intervention, and even our 

own ability to believe the unbeliev-

able.  

Still, this has largely served to 

reign us in a bit and, in the process 

of forcing us to live differently, also 

caused us to reflect more fully on 

some of the aspects of our lives. 

One thing I suspect about all this is 

the notion that it has not so much 

changed the future as it has accel-

erated the cultural changes that 

were already taking place. I cannot 

imagine that things will remain 

unchanged once we are allowed to 

gather at will again. Many things 

will be different, and for some time 

to come. The presence of COVID-

19 has thrown many things into 

sharp relief. 

The question ahead of us is, as we 

emerge from this crisis, will we rec-

ognize the opportunities to do 

things differently and expand both 

the fact of and the meaning of 

building community, or will we ex-

pend our energy in efforts to re-

turn to what we remember as nor-

mal? Such alteration in direction 

will require truly adaptive chang-

es. Both earnest assessment and 

creative problem solving. It won’t 

be easy and will require a willing-

ness to risk. Nothing can be guar-

anteed in the post-COVID uni-

verse. It can be tough to let go of 

trying to recreate the past, espe-

cially when that is where your 

comfort lies, but perhaps this is 

just the opportunity we need to 

push ourselves away from the 

comfortable past in order to em-

brace the limitless future. 

We are already examining what I 

might look like for our community 

to gather once more in some form 

or fashion. Our Social Media Min-

istry Team is doing some very ex-

citing work in designing our ex-

panded presence in the world. The 

trustees are looking at some sig-

nificant movements around de-

sign and use of our campus. This 

is very much becoming an oppor-

tunity to imagine and create. It is 

my belief that we can emerge 

from this moment stronger and 

more capable, but we do not 

know what that will look like just 

yet. 

What are your ideas? How do you 

imagine the Church can and 

should look different on the other 

side of shelter-in-place? What 

new needs should we be prepared 

to meet? What new practices 

should we consider implement-

ing? It is truly an amazing time to 

be part of a community of faith. 

Rev. Tom’s Message 

Saturday, June 6, 2020 

5:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

The Doctor Is In! 

Dr. Kae Bendixen 

(Kaiser Santa Clara) 

will answer people’s 

questions about 

how to communi-

cate with your doctor and other 

such things.  

Location:  

Virtual Meeting and viewing 

through Zoom/Internet. 

All are welcome! 

For more information or to get the 

meeting link and password, con-

tact Shelley Wessels at  

skwessels24@gmail.com. 

United Disciples 
Fellowship 

Roses in the Columbarium garden.  
Photo by Maurice Stevens. 

Introducing our 

"New" Newsletter 
In order to share information and 

upcoming events, you will be see-

ing a "What's Happening at 

Church?" newsletter twice a 

month, in between the monthly 

Spire.  The newsletter will include 

current news, prayer requests, 

upcoming worship texts, dates of 

important meetings, maybe a 

photo or two. You received the 

initial issue almost 2 weeks ago 

and the next issue is due June 9. 

The intent is for short and sweet 

and current!  Rev. Penny will be 

the initial 'gatherer of happen-

ings'.  Feel free to share your bits 

and pieces with Rev. Penny and 

Cindy. 

mailto:skwessels24@gmail.com
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Our 

Little Free Library 
On May 10, 2020, First Congrega-

tional Church of San Jose became 

the newest member of the world's 

largest book sharing movement 

when Riley Howden, a member of 

our congregation and Life Scout 

with Troop 234, installed a Little 

Free Library at 1980 Hamilton Av-

enue. The library is a cabinet filled 

with both pre-read and new books 

that can be borrowed by anyone, 

24/7. It is located next to the 

courtyard gate on the Leigh side 

of the campus. In addition to in-

creasing access to books during 

these unusual times, it is another 

way for FCCSJ to forge a connec-

tion with the community.  

Riley has been a member of the 

Boy Scouts of America since 2009. 

Now a Senior at University Prepar-

atory Academy of San Jose, he will 

attend San Jose State University in 

the Fall. The Little Free Library 

project was planned and executed 

by Riley and his team of volun-

teers to satisfy one of the require-

ments for the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Riley thanks the Church Council, 

Board of Trustees, and Mark 

Knudsen for their support and 

guidance during his project. 

Genevieve B. Garb graduating from Willow Glen 

High School.  Geni is planning to attend De An-

za College in the fall. 

Niece of Mary-Ellen & Eric Petrich 

Riley Howden  graduating from University Pre-

paratory Academy.  He will be attending San Jo-

se State University this Fall to pursue a Bachelor 

of Science in Mechanical Engineering (BSME) 

degree.  Son of Jennifer & Michael Howden 

Emma Thompson, graduated this year from 

Westminster College in Salt Lake City, Utah.  She 

received a Bachelor of Arts degree, with a major 

in Theater Arts.  She graduated with high honors 

and was originally planning to go to Italy imme-

diately following graduation, where she was to 

be employed designing and building sets for the 

opera. These plans were indefinitely postponed because of the 

pandemic. 

Youngest Granddaughter of Pat & Dave Elliott 

Jacob Caton graduating from Wilcox HS in San-

ta Clara.  Lettered:  Football and Wrestling (all 4 

years).  Will attend in the Fall:  CSUS 

(Sacramento). Major:  Criminal Justice.   

Son of Traci Caton, Sis-

ter of Miranda (MJ) 

Caton & Grandson of 

Deb Gordon. 

 

Additional info: Jake will finish his 12 

years in the Boy Scouts with his Eagle 

Scout. 

Congratulations 

2020 Graduates! 
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June Children 

Activities 
1ST GRADE AND YOUNGER — 

Meet via Zoom each Sunday 

10:45 a.m.to 11:15 a.m. for a sto-

ry and fun.   

Leaders are Nancy Lucid and Liz 

Carey.  Stories will be: 

5/31 - “Lions, Lions!” The Story 

of Daniel 

6/7 - “Waiting, Waiting, Wait-

ing!”  The Story of Simeon 

and Anna 

6/14 - “Who is this Child”  The 

Story of Jesus in the Temple 

6/21 - “Follow Me!”  The Story 

of Jesus and His Twelve 

Helpers 

6/28 - “The Greatest Gift”  The 

Story of Jesus and the Wom-

an at the Well 

 

 

 

 

2ND TO 5TH GRADE —          

Meet via Zoom each Sunday 

10:30 to 11:00 where we will be 

exploring places or having a sto-

ry each week.   

Leader is Maryann Coole with 

appearances by Dennis Noren 

and Sara Thurston. 

Our planned schedule is: 

5/31 – Exploring Canada 

6/7 – Story from Joyful Path 

6/14 – Exploring Great Brittan 

6/21 Creating our own Story   

6/28 – Exploring Africa 

Sunday Youth Schedule: 
We will gather via zoom-for 

games and check in every Sunday 

at 12:00 to 12:30. 

Maryann’s Message 
June is a time for many milestone 

events like Graduations and Wed-

dings.  Then there are celebrations 

like Father’s Day, Family Reunions 

and Birthdays.  These milestones 

and celebrations will take place 

this year just like other years but 

will not be the same.  Not being 

the same does not mean they are 

any less a milestone or that a cele-

bration is not as good.  This year 

we are given the opportunity to 

create new ways of saying Con-

gratulations and Celebrate.  Now 

is a time to celebrate each day.  

Appreciate our family and friends.  

Take care of the Earth and all that 

inhabit it. 

Different this year might be what 

others did in the past like making 

a gift, writing a letter, drawing a 

picture, or calling someone on the 

phone.  Celebrations might in-

clude the whole family learning 

how to cook something new, hav-

ing a campout in the back yard, 

planting a tree, building a tree 

house, creating an obstacle 

course, teaching a pet a new trick, 

creating a rock sculpture, or put-

ting up a hammock.  Let your im-

agination soar. 

Find something to enjoy each day 

in June, celebrate the little things, 

stay safe and healthy. 

Appreciate.  Be thankful every day. 

Remember you are blessed be-

yond measure.  – From 20 Habits 

of Happy People by Tiffany J. 

French. 

Teacher 

Appreciation  
A teacher is one who inspires, 

guides, enlightens, and motivates.  

Teachers touch lives forever and 

makes the world a better place.  

We are blessed to have a good of 

dedicated teachers working with 

the children and youth of our 

church.  Family Ministries would 

like to recognize and say THANKS 

to those who have helped with 

our programs this year 

Charles Weidmann 

Debbie Earl 

Dennis Noren 

Jessica Buchholz 

John Cummings 

Kadie Eckhardt 

Kayla Knebel 

Karen Winchester 

Kristina Villarreal 

Lauren Cesare 

Liz Carey 

Michal Stachnick 

Nancy Lucid 

Sally Guan 

Sara Thurston 

Shirley Moore 

Tara Neis 

Terry Duffy 

Dorrie Clark 

Gloria Bordeaux-Pacholec 

Jamie & Jurgen Schweizer 

Family Ministries 
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Acknowledgments &Celebrations: 

 Thanks to David and Susan Snook-Luther, and Barba-
ra Sunseri for their music during our online worship 

 Thanks to all involved in creating our virtual worship 
and following coffee hour. Special thanks to Rev. Tom 
Gough for the inspired sermons that offer comfort 
and challenge.   

 Thanks to Maryann Coole and the whole Children’s 
Ministry team for creating an online church school 
that meets each Sunday. 

 Thanks to all who sent birthday cards to Bella Cum-
mings 

 Thanks to Deanne Everton for covering for Terry at 
the April Council meeting 

Highlights 

 Mark Domnauer presented the Treasurer’s Report: 
Our finances are in good shape. 93 pledges have 
been received, and our budget for the next fiscal year 
will remain much the same. The continuing pledge 
amounts are expected to stay at the same level as 
they are. 

 Rev Tom Gough reported on ho w online worship 
continues to evolve. Kristin Link and Susan Snook-
Luther are handling music, and Patrick and Laurel 
Campbell-Eby offer technical support. Bob Horst gave 
Rev. Tom a refurbished MacBook to help him develop 
and effective worship experience. 

 He is beginning to look ahead to the time when we 
can gather in person. The hope is that we can create 
the means to stream worship from the sanctuary so 
that those who continue to shelter at home can be 
part of worship. 

 The budget forum will be held via Zoom on May 31. 
Council anticipates the in-person congregational 
meeting required to vote on the budget can be held 
in September. Council will vote on a continuing reso-
lution for the first quarter of fiscal year 2020-2021, in 
anticipation of the September vote. 

 Mark Domnauer and Charles Weidmann briefed 
Council on property development options under con-
sideration. The most practical included building more 
classrooms and another bathroom for our tenant 
school, retaining ownership of those buildings. Work 
will continue on plans and budgeting over the sum-
mer. Property development options will be discussed 
with all interested members at informational virtual 
town hall meetings on June 3 and 10. The meetings 
will be recorded for future viewing.   

May Council Highlights 

Monday, June 1  

12:15 pm  Dream Group Zoom Meeting  

2;30 PM Mega Staff Zoom Meeting  

Tuesday, June 2 

7”30 pm Church Council Zoom Meeting  

Wednesday  

7:00 pm Townhall Budget Zoom Meeting  

Saturday, June 6  

5:00 pm UDF Zoom Meting  

Sunday June 7  

10:00 am FCCSJ Virtual Worship  

11:00 am  Zoom Coffee Hour   

Monday June 8 

12:15 pm Dream Group Zoom Meeting  

3:30 pm 
Spiritual Exploration Zoom 

Meeting  

Wednesday June 10 

11:00 am Staff Zoom Meeting  

7:00 pm FCCSJ Town Hall Zoom Meeting 

Sunday June 14 

10:00 am FCCSJ Virtual Worship  

11:00 am  Zoom Coffee Hour  

Monday June 15 

 Spire Articles Due  

12:15 pm Dream Group Zoom Meeting  

Tuesday June 16 

1:30 pm Family Harvest Food Sorting  

6:30 pm  Trustees Zoom Meeting 

Wednesday June 17 

11:00 am Staff Zoom Meeting 

Sunday June 21      Happy Father’s Day 

10:00 am FCCSJ Virtual Worship  

11:00 am  Zoom Coffee Hour  

Monday June 22 

12:15 pm Dream Group Zoom Meeting  

Wednesday June 24 

11:00 am Staff Zoom Meeting 

Sunday June 28 

10:00 am FCCSJ Virtual Worship  

11:00 am  Zoom Coffee Hour  

Monday June 29 

12:15 pm Dream Group Zoom Meeting  



June 

Brad Cox 6/1 

Norma Olavarri 6/11 

Marjorie Adcock 6/12 

Shelley Wessels 6/19 

Marsha Stevenson 6/20 

Sophie Sanchez-Jaimes 6/21 

Liz Carey 6/22 

Chuck Reed 6/25 

Eric Stachnick 6/25 

Chris Kirkpatrick 6/30 
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June 

Brian & Kristin Link 6/9 

Noel & Ruth Tebo 6/16 

Carl & Kathleen Cilker 6/22 

Mark & Nancy Domnauer 6/24 

Cynthia & Gary Eckhardt 6/24 

Dennis & Carlyn Grantham 6/29 

In Our Thoughts 

& Prayers 

 Billie Cole 

 Noel Tebo 

 Martha Guthrie 

 Darlene Bogle & Becky 
Lake 

 Mariel Oliver 

 Helen Battad 

 Betty Kirtland 

 Thomas Schweizer 

 All those who are helping 
us get thru this time. 

 All those who struggling 
with family changes. 

 All those who are recipi-
ents of hospice care. 

 The women at Elmwood 
Jail. 

 All Military active duty 
and all Veterans; May we 
be a welcoming congrega-
tion for all those who have 
served (and their families) 
in the Armed Forces  

2020 SPIRE DATES 

Month Deadline Mailing 

July Mon. June 15 June 24 

August Mon. July 20 July 29 

September Mon. Aug. 17 Aug. 26 

October Mon. Sept. 21 Sept. 30 

November  Mon. Oct. 19 Oct. 28 

December Mon. Nov. 16 Nov. 25 

January 2021 Mon. Dec. 21 Dec. 30 

Staff Office Hours 

During the Shelter at Home time, 

the church office is closed. Staff 

members are working from home 

and monitoring their church 

emails. Phone messages left on 

the church office number are 

forwarded to staff members.  

Rev. Tom is working from home 

Monday — Friday & takes 

Saturday & Sunday off.  Available 

weekly Monday through Friday. 

Do not expect a reply on 

Saturday or Sunday.  Contact:  

408-377-7121 ex. 111 or 

revtom@firstccsj.org. 

 Rev. Penny is working from 

home. You may contact her at 

feipeini@gmail.com. 

Maryann’s office hours are 

Monday and Thursday 1:00 p.m. 

to 4:30 p.m.  Contact:  

youthdirector@firstccsj.org or 408

-377-7121 ex. 114. 

Kristin’s hours are Mon & Wed 

9:00 a.m.-noon & by appointment.  

Contact:  music@firstccsj.org  

Cindy - Office manager is in the 

office Monday — Friday from 9:00 

a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Please call or 

email to make sure I am in the 

office or we can make an 

appointment.  Contact:   

408-377-7121 ex. 

107officemanager@firstccsj.org 

ONGOING VIRTUAL MEETINGS. 
 

Sunday 10:00 am FCC Worship Facebook 

 11:00 am FCC Fellowship Zoom 

 11:30 am Adult Forum Zoom 

Monday 10:00 am Mega Staff Meeting (1st Mon) Zoom 

 12:15 pm Dream Group Zoom 

 2:30 pm Spiritual Practice (2nd Mon) Zoom 

 7:00 pm Social Media Group Zoom 

Tuesday 7:30 pm Church Council (1st Tues) Zoom 

 6:30 pm Trustees (3rd Tues) Zoom 

Wednesday 11:00 am Staff Meeting (2nd - 4th Wed) Zoom 

 

If your group would like to be included, please contact the office. 

mailto:feipeini@gmail.com


We are an Open and Affirming Congregation! 

Mission Statement:  To understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS WORSHIP TIME - SUNDAY AT 10:00 A.M. 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday—Wednesday) Children’s Church School and 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Thursday—Friday) Nursery Care are available 

 

OK SIRI/GOOGLE/ALEXA  
This Coronavirus stuff is getting boring! I want to hear some bouncy music. I might even dance! 

Here are some tunes from very old to pretty new: 

 When the Red, Red Robin Comes Bob, Bob, Bobbin Along, by Doris Day 

 Splish Splash I Was Takin a Bath by Bobby Darrin 

 Grandma's Feather Bed by John Denver 

 Under the Sea from The Little Mermaid 

  Happy by Pharrell Williams 

Sometimes I just want songs that make me feel better: 

 Mocking Bird Hill by Patti Page 

 Feelin Groovy by Simon & Garfunkle 

 Bridge Over Troubled Water by Simon & Garfunkle 

 Rainy Day People by Gordon Lightfoot 

 Don’t Worry, Be Happy by Bobby McFerrin 

Hey, SIRI/GOOGLE/ALEXA play this for me! 


