
Covid Preparations at FCCSJ 

On June 5, 2020, Santa Clara County Public Health gave the OK for small outdoor religious gatherings of up to 

25 people. The Church Council discussed this and determined that, while technically allowed, the risk to our 

congregation remains too great at this time. We also discussed our concerns that worshipping in person when 

so many would not be able to join us safely was not a good reflection of our welcoming theology. So, for now, 

we will continue to Worship from Home, hold meetings remotely, and participate in Bible Study, Adult Learn-

ing, Sunday School, and more from our computers. A new decision will be made at the next Council meeting 

in mid-July based on the data we have at that time. 

While we stay home, many staff and volunteers are working to address deferred maintenance around the 

campus. We are disinfecting all key surfaces daily, and have set up furniture, signage and tape to help with 

social distancing. Maryann Coole and Kristin Link are following the County training and social distancing re-

quirements to allow the limited opening of the church office and grounds for necessary church administrative 

and maintenance work. 

If you must come to our Church Campus for any church business, please be 

aware that:  

1. MASKS are required (except 6 years old and under); 

2. 6 ft Social Distancing must be observed; 

3. Wash your hands frequently with soap and water; 

4. If you are ill, please stay home; 

5. If you have been on campus and develop symptoms of Covid-19 or receive 

a diagnosis, please contact Maryann Coole (  

so that proper contact tracing can be initiated. 

Thank you! 

Kristin Link & Maryann Coole 
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Calling all pledges!!  The Stewardship Ministry Team is sending email re-

minders to those folks who needed a reminder regarding getting pledges in for the 

2020-2021 budget year. We know there has been considerable other activity which may 

have contributed to late pledge commitment but we are still open for pledges! And if 

you have chosen not to pledge this year, please let us know that also. It is possible (and 

easy) to pledge online now via our church website. If you have any questions about your 

pledge (increasing or decreasing it), you are welcome to talk with Jan Heymann, our ex-

perienced and devoted Financial Secretary at 408-294-9354  

Many thanks to all who have given to support the ministry of this congregation. 

Liz Carey, Gwen Duffy, Laurel Eby, Rev. Penny Phillips: The Stewardship Ministry Team 
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Many thanks to all of you who 

have offered such warm support 

and words of welcome for me in 

this new staff position, “Minister 

of Pastoral Care and Connec-

tions”. It is a broad title (which 

was intentional) so it can include 

many tasks and activities. My 

main focus will be to maintain 

contact with our congregational 

members by various channels. If 

any one is aware of a congrega-

tion member or friend that needs 

a call or visit or some kind of 

‘pastoral connection’, please let 

me know. We are a large congre-

gation and I need your help in 

knowing who might need assis-

tance at this time.  

After much deliberation, it was 

decided to donate our food pan-

try items to an organization who 

can distribute the food now. West 

Valley Community Services was 

thrilled to get my call to accept 

our canned goods.Thank you, 

Community Services Ministry 

Team! (Second Harvest is not ac-

cepting smaller amounts of food 

donations at this time and sug-

gested I contact WVCS.} When we 

learn of an immediate need with-

in our congregation, a food re-

quest will be sent out and a spe-

cific, timely response will be pro-

vided.  

I am planning to start a grief sup-

port group in July, every other 

Thursday morning at 11:00. I be-

lieve each of us is grieving differ-

ent kinds of losses at some level, 

as individuals, as a community, 

and as a nation. This will be a 

time to share our grief and learn 

from each other how we can carry 

this weight at this time. This will 

be in the Zoom format, and we 

will start Thursday, July 9.  

I am touched by so many ways 

this community continues to be 

the church. The campus looks 

great; thank you to all the gar-

dening folks! Thanks to the cook-

ie bakers and food distributors. 

Happy Red-White-& Blue July to 

everyone!!  

Rev. Penny  

feipeini@gmail.com. 

408.375.2848  

Rev. Penny Hey, SIRI/
GOOGLE/
ALEXA 
play this 
for me!! 

 

Fun Vocals 

“The Purple People Eater” by Shep 

Wooley 

“I Love to Whistle” by Deanna 

Durbin 

“Do the Locomotion” by Little Eva 
 

Fun Instrumentals 

“Eye of the Tiger” by Two Cellos 

“All Creatures of Our God and 

King” by Steven Sharp Nelson 

“Maple Leaf Rag” by Scot Joplin 
 

Fun for Kids of All Ages 

“Teddy Bears Picnic” by Ann Mur-

ray 

“Shoo Fly Don’t Bother Me” by 

Larry Gross 

“If I Were A Butterfly” by Ernie 

Rettino 

 

Or find it on YouTube. Be sure to 

get the version listed above. 

New Trees at FCCSJ Last year, three 

of our Liquidambar trees, east of the sanctuary, 

died and were removed. The city required that 

the trees be replaced with three new trees of our 

choosing. The trees selected are Tristania confer-

ta, commonly called Brisbane Box. The tree is 

native to Australia, where it is a widely used as a 

street tree. It has become a popular tree in the 

Silicon Valley as it is well adapted to our climate 

and is drought resistant once established. It is a 

member of the Myrtle family and is an evergreen 

of moderately fast growth and can reach a 

height of 30 to 60 feet. So far, they seem to be 

adjusting well to their new location in the lawn 

on the east side of the sanctuary near the Hamil-

ton Avenue sidewalk. 
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DEAR FRIENDS, 

It is so hard to believe that we are 

still sheltering in place, and that so 

much of our lives is having to be un

-learned, or re-learned as we move 

forward. It is a deeply distressing 

time, even for those of us who are 

coping well 

enough.  Terror-

ized by a virus, it 

is hard to imagine 

outside of certain 

strains of science 

fiction. And yet, 

here we are. 

I want first of all to say an enor-

mous thank you to everyone who is 

working so very hard to keep our 

church – both as a structure and as 

a community – ticking along in tru-

ly fine shape, from our volunteers 

who are seeing to the maintenance 

and even enhancement, of our 

campus, to the friends who are re-

cording themselves reading or 

singing for our worship services, to 

our dedicated cadre of community 

service folk who – even in the midst 

of all this – are finding new ways to 

touch the communities that need a 

little love and attention. I am so 

grateful for Rev. Penny Phillips as 

she comes on board to offer her 

considerable pastoral skills to our 

community, and I am more than 

grateful for our Social Media Minis-

try Team who have taken on the 

gargantuan task of envisioning a 

whole new future for this church, 

one that reaches people well be-

yond the geographical boundaries 

of our campus and invites all of us 

to think about church in new ways. 

Thank you one and all for simply 

finding so many new ways to be 

church. 

It is, of course, what the Church has 

always done, adapt to profound 

cultural shift by finding new ways 

of following Jesus, although at 

times we have been terribly slow to 

do it. At this moment, and because 

of this moment, that adaptation 

has been much quickened out of 

necessity, and that 

may be all to the 

good. One of the 

things this lets us 

know, maybe the 

best thing it lets us 

know, is that we 

will be alright, we 

can do this and do it together. God 

will help us make a way, and I am 

confident that our renewal will be 

more than satisfying. 

Do not hesitate to let us know if 

you have needs that we might be 

able to help you meet. Let us know 

as well if you are in a position to 

help either around the church or 

with one of the communities for 

whom we care. God bless you all 

and each, 

Pastor Tom  

Saturday, July 11, 2020  

5:00 p.m. 

 

Location: Virtual Meeting and 
viewing through Zoom/Internet. 

 

All are welcome! 

 

For more information or to get the 
meeting link and password, con-
tact Shelley Wessels at skwes-
sels24@gmail.com. 

Title link: 

https://www.politico.com/magazine/
story/2019/09/08/shawn-rosenberg-

It is, of course, what the Church 

has always done, adapt to pro-

found cultural shift by finding 

new ways of following Jesus, 

although at times we have 

been terribly slow to do it. 

Rev. Tom’s Message United Disciples 
Fellowship 

The Shocking Paper 

Predicting the  

End of Democracy 
 

Presented by David Elliott 

mailto:skwessels24@gmail.com
mailto:skwessels24@gmail.com
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/09/08/shawn-rosenberg-democracy-228045
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Greetings to all of you, 

I hope this message finds you 

all well and taking good care 

of yourselves. 

I'm sure that many of you 

have been wondering about 

what's happening with our 

retreat for 2021. 

Well, earlier this month last 

year's leaders realized the de-

posit for St. Francis was com-

ing due. We also realized that 

we needed to have a frank 

discussion about whether or 

not we should hold our re-

treat next year, with all the 

unknowns with the Covid-19 

pandemic. After much consideration and conversa-

tions with some of the past retreat leaders and input 

from staff, we decided it was only prudent for us to 

cancel retreat for next year. There are just too many 

unknowns with Covid-19 for us to safely proceed with 

the retreat. There is no way to know if we will still be 

following the safe practice protocols that are in place 

now, or if we might have to start them again. With the 

protocol guidelines we currently are following, all of 

our activities, meals, singing, as well as sharing rooms, 

would not be feasible for us to do. 

We want you to know that this was not an easy deci-

sion for us to make as we all LOVE retreat. But, your 

health and well being is much more important to us 

than going to retreat next year. This is not the end of 

our retreats, though, just a break for our safety. We 

have already reserved January 7-9, 2022 for our next 

retreat and Kayla Knebel has agreed to be one of the 

retreat leaders. 

If you would like to do something together in January, 

2021 using Zoom, like have book discussions or just 

get together to see each other, that can be arranged. 

Let us know if this is something you would be inter-

ested in participating in, and if you have a good book 

to recommend, you can send Karen Armor or Karen 

Winchester the titles. Also, if you would like to join 

Kayla on the retreat leaders team, please let us know. 

Karen Armor 

Spokesperson for past retreat leaders 

2021/2022 Women’s Retreats  
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Maryann’s Message 

July is a time for many family vacations.  The unforgettable road trip.  

Visiting favorite places.  Seeing something new.  This year family vaca-

tions are likely not to look the same.  It does not mean you can’t plan 

out a vacation this year.  The destination maybe as close as your back-

yard.  Your backyard vacation could be: 

A Camping Trip – Pitch the tent, teepee, or tarp.  Build a firepit for 

campfire cooking.  Set up the camp chairs.  Have your favorite camping 

meals or try some new ones.  Go for a swim in a pool.  String up lights.  

Make lemonade.  Tell ghost stories while drinking hot chocolate from a 

vintage thermos.  Sing around the campfire.  Make popcorn. 

Fun and Games – Have a scavenger hunt.  Lawn games tournaments…

corn hole….ring toss…croquet.  Watch the birds and squirrels, give them 

names. 

Arts and crafts – Make camping bug bombs.  Make trail mix.  Make 

solar leaf prints.  Tie Dye a shirt, pillowcase, material squares to make a 

mask.  Make garden sculptures from clay pots.  Build a bird house.  

Make cards to send to friends and family you do not get to see. 

Watch a movie -   String a sheet in the backyard.  Everyone put a mov-

ie title in bowl they want to see.  Each night pick from bowl the movie 

for the night.  Repeat until all movies in the bowl are gone. 

This month in honor of family vacations, each message I send will in-

clude directions for one of the activities, or a recipe for a twist on the 

usual camping food. 

Enjoy your family vacation version 20.20 

 

Live for Today.  Be present in the moment.  And take time to see God’s 

beauty all around you..  – From 20 Habits of Happy People by Tiffancy J. 

French 
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Family Ministries 

July Children 

Activities 

1st grade and younger Meet via 

Zoom each Sunday 10:45 to 11:15 

for a story and fun.  Leaders are 

Nancy Lucid and Liz Carey. 

We will be continuing with sto-

ries from the New Testament.  

This month’s stories will be: 

7/5 - “A Father’s Wish”  The Sto-

ry of Jesus and a Little Boy 

7/12 - “Just Believe!”  The Story 

of Jesus and a Little Girl 

7/19 - “Get up and Walk!”  The 

Story of Jesus and a Man 

Who Couldn’t Walk 

7/26 - “A Little Lunch”  The Story 

of Jesus and a Hungry Crowd 

2nd to 5th grade – Meet via Zoom 

each Sunday 10:30 to 11:00 

where we will be exploring plac-

es or having a story each week.  

Leader is Maryann Coole with 

appearances by Dennis Noren 

and Sara Thurston. 

Our planned schedule is: 

7/5 – Fourth of July Traditions 

7/12 – Story from Joyful Path 

7/19 -  Group Game   

7/26 – Creating our own Story or 

Exploring Australia 

Sunday Youth Schedule: 
We will gather via zoom for 
games and check in every Sunday 
at 12:00 to 12:30. 

The Buzz of bees can be heard all around 

the church.  We are 50 hives strong.  That is 

2500 pounds of honey per year.  We do not 

have 50 hives at the church property, but we 

did raise $1500 for Heifer International which 

equals 50 hives.  Thank you to everyone who 

gave money this year.  Your generosity will 

help feed people around the world. 



CSMT 

COOKIE MINISTRY 
CONTINUES 

The Community 

Services Ministry 

Team has ex-

panded its Cookie 

Ministry! 

In addition to 

baking and delivering cookies to The Bill Wilson Center each week, we are also dropping 

off cookie smiles to New Haven Inn, the LGBTQ+ shelter here in San Jose! 

We’ve had a tremendous response from you all signing up to volunteer as a bakers. In the past five weeks, 

we’ve whipped up and delivered 600 cookies and are looking forward to continuing through September!  

A thousand thanks to our bakers of the past five weeks:  Trish Fay, Ellen Cook, John Weidmann, Sally Guan, 

Deb Gordon, Karen Winchester, Kristin Link, Gwen and Terry Duffy, Laurel Rupp and Becky Lake.  

If you’d like more information 

about the Cookie Ministry or have 

that great secret cookie recipe 

you’d love to share with our recipi-

ents, contact Ellen Cook at ellen-

cookphd@gmail.com. 

Trish Fay  

Community Services Ministry Team 
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How can we make a difference 
in our community? 

 

During this pandemic, many people are in great need and many are 

suffering a loss of significant income. Some of us are fortunate that we 

received a federal stimulus check, even if we  ourselves may not be in 

great need. 

For those of us who are able, you may wish to consider donating some 

of that stimulus money to help others. Or you may wish to support the 

vital efforts of those on the front lines of the fight for racial justice. 

SACRED HEART COMMUNITY SERVICES Covid-19 Financial Assis-

tance Program is collecting funds to help working people who do not 

qualify for unemployment insurance or a stimulus check. Web-

site:  sacredheartcs.org/covid19/ 

SIREN (Services, Immigrant Rights and Education Network) provides 

immigration lawyers to low income immigrants. A couple of our 

church members volunteer with SIREN.  Website:  www.siren-

bayarea.org 

SURJ (Showing Up for Racial Justice) has a chapter at Sacred Heart 

Community Services and is part of a national network representing a 

multi-racial majority working for racial justice. Web-

site: www.showingupforracialjustice.org.  

PACT (People Acting in Community Together) organizes people in 

faith communities to work together and speak up publicly on issues of 

social justice. One group in PACT is working on affordable housing. 

Another has been working on improving police relations with commu-

nities of color (Derrick Sanderlin, the young Black man injured by San 

Jose police rubber bullets, is an active PACT leader). Web-

site:  pactsj.org 

Second Harvest 
Volunteers 

Thank You! 
Once again wonderful volunteers 

from our church were able to help 

Second Harvest Food Bank pro-

vide food for hungry families in 

our area through their Family 

Harvest program. A huge thank 

you to Liz Carey, Brian and Kristen 

Link and Connie Lucid.  July 21 is 

the next food distribution date. If 

you would like further infor-

mation on this program or are 

able to volunteer, please send 

email to stevensju-

dyk@gmail.com.  

mailto:ellencookphd@gmail.com
mailto:ellencookphd@gmail.com
http://sacredheartcs.org/covid19/
http://www.siren-bayarea.org/
http://www.siren-bayarea.org/
http://www.showingupforracialjustice.org
http://pactsj.org/
mailto:stevensjudyk@gmail.com
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Highlights: 

Treasurer’s Report 

 We are in a good financial position, and have re-

ceived 82 pledges for fiscal year 2020-2021 

 Maryann Coole and Kristin Link are developing 

plans and procedures for safely returning to work 

and worship at church. Worship will be different, 

designed to keep congregants safe and healthy, 

and will include social distancing and health 

checks. 

 
Motion: On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I 

move that Church Council approve a continuation 

of the 2019-20 budget to cover the first three 

months of the 2020-21 budget year, due to con-

straints imposed by Shelter in Place orders. The 

2020-21 budget shall be presented for approval at 

a special congregational meeting planned for Sep-

tember.” 

 Moved by Penny Phillips Motion Carried 

Safe Parking Report 

 Brian Link suggested to Council that the church 

host the Willow Glen Safe Parking Program in Au-

gust, in addition to September, due to the loss of 

another church host for that month. A motion 

passed committing the church to hosting in Au-

gust.  
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Friday July 3 

 Office Closed 

Saturday, July 4  

 Happy 4th of July 

Monday July 6 

2:30 pm Mega Staff Zoom Meeting 

Tuesday July 7 

7:30 pm Church Council Zoom Meeting 

Saturday July 11 

5:00 pm UDF Virtual Meeting 

Monday July 20 

 Spire Articles Due 

Tuesday July 21 

1:30 pm Family Harvest Food Sorting  

6:30 pm Trustees 

Ongoing Virtual Meetings 
Sunday  

10:00 am FCCSJ Virtual Worship  

11:00 am Zoom Coffee Hour 

11:30 am Adult Forum Zoom 

Monday  

12:15 pm Dream Group Zoom Meeting  

2:30 pm Mega Staff Zoom Mtg (1st Mon) 

330 pm Spiritual Explor. Zoom (2nd Mon) 

7:00 pm Social Media Group Zoom 

Tuesday  

11:30 am Lectionary Bible Study Zoom 

7:30 pm Church Council Mtg (1st Tues) 

6:30 pm Trustees Zoom Meeting 

Wednesday  

11:00 am Staff Meeting Zoom (2nd, 3rd & 4th) 

11:00 am Cookie Ministry 

4:40 pm Lectionary Bible Study Zoom 

 

If your group would like to be included, 

please contact the office. 
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In Our Thoughts 

& Prayers 

 Billie Cole 

 Noel Tebo 

 Maxine Lubow 

 Kelly Baker 

 Janey Curry 

 Reed Watson 

 Martha Guthrie 

 Darlene Bogle & Becky 
Lake 

 Mariel Oliver 

 Helen Battad 

 Betty Kirtland 

 Thomas Schweizer 

 All those who are helping 
us get thru this time. 

 All those who struggling 
with family changes. 

 All those who are recipi-
ents of hospice care. 

 The women at Elmwood 
Jail. 

 All Military active duty & 
all Veterans; May we be a 
welcoming congregation for 
all those who have served 

2020 SPIRE DATES 

Month Deadline Mailing 

August Mon. July 20 July 29 

September Mon. Aug. 17 Aug. 26 

October Mon. Sept. 21 Sept. 30 

November  Mon. Oct. 19 Oct. 28 

December Mon. Nov. 16 Nov. 25 

January 21 Mon. Dec. 21 Dec. 30 

Staff Office Hours 

During the Shelter at Home 

time, the church office is closed. 

Staff members are working from 

home and monitoring their 

church emails. Phone messages 

left on the church office number 

are forwarded to staff members.  

Rev. Tom is working from home 

Monday — Friday & takes 

Saturday & Sunday off.  Available 

weekly Monday through Friday. 

Do not expect a reply on 

Saturday or Sunday.  Contact:  

408-377-7121 ex. 111 or 

revtom@firstccsj.org. 

Rev. Penny is working from 

home. You may contact her at 

feipeini@gmail.com. 

Maryann’s office hours are 

Monday and Thursday 1:00 p.m. 

to 4:30 p.m.  Contact:  

youthdirector@firstccsj.org or 

408-377-7121 ex. 114. 

Kristin’s hours are Mon & Wed 

9:00 a.m.-noon & by 

appointment.  Contact:  

music@firstccsj.org  

Cindy  is in the office Monday — 

Friday from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Please call or email to make sure 

the office is open or make an 

appointment.  Contact: 408-377-

7121 ex. 107 

officemanager@firstccsj.org 

Cindy will be out of the office 

June 25th to July 10th.  Karen 

Armor will sub for her. 

July Birthdays 

Sally Guan 7/1 

Carla Murakami 7/2 

Jennifer Howden 7/4 

Barbara Thomas 7/6 

Susan Snook-Luther 7/6 

David Swanson 7/7 

Noel Tebo 7/9 

Norman Lougee 7/10 

Katherine Houts 7/11 

Julie Horst 7/11 

Sue Clayholt 7/13 

Joe Demers 7/13 

Sierra Zaccheo 7/13 

Deb Gordon 7/14 

Lionel Kirton 7/15 

Laurel Rupp 7/15 

Evan Link 7/15 

Daniel Sarabia-Mason 7/16 

George Kreider 7/22 

Rev. Tom Gough 7/23 

July 

Anniversaries  

Dorrie & David Clark 7/3 

Jennifer & Elton Glover 7/7 

Erik & Cheryl Houts 7/14 

Patrick & Jan Dalton 7/19 

Bonnie & Terry LaRock 7/21 

Laurel & Randy Rupp 7/21 

Karen & Bill Winchester 7/27 

Jacqui & Chuck Reed 7/28 

mailto:feipeini@gmail.com


We are an Open and Affirming Congregation! 

Mission Statement:  To understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS WORSHIP TIME - SUNDAY AT 10:00 A.M. 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday—Wednesday) Children’s Church School and 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Thursday—Friday) Nursery Care are available 

 

 


