
New for Holy Week 
For the first time in quite a while the FCCSJ community and that of Campbell UCC are hoping to come to-
gether for various partnerships in work, worship, and fellowship. We are hoping to begin this with Holy 
Week and our Maundy Thursday celebrations. 

This year on Thursday April 18 our two communities will gather in our own fellowship hall first at 6:00 PM 
for a common meal, and then at 7:30 in the sanctuary for a service of worship and Tenebrae. The Agape 
Meal is planned to be a combination of catered main dishes and potluck side dishes. We are inviting at-
tendees to consider bringing simple Middle Eastern fair like hummus and pita bread, Kalamata olives, dates, 
tabouleh salad, labneh with roast cauliflower, Baba Ganoush, or whatever similar dishes strike your fancy. 
Many of these dishes are super simple to make and recipes are easy to find on line.  

We will share a feast with our neighbors and then move across into the sanctuary to commemorate the Last 
Supper together. Please plan on joining us and bringing your family and friends. 

Then, for the truly intrepid, Campbell UCC will be hosting an Easter sunrise service with breakfast to follow. 
We are invited to participate in this as well. More detailed information will be available about this soon. 

Thursday April 18th — FCCSJ/Campbell UCC Agape Meal—6:00 p.m. in FCCSJ Fellowship Hall 

Maundy Thursday Service—7:30p.m. in FCCSJ Sanctuary 

Sunday April 21st 

Easter Sunrise Service & Breakfast—Campbell UCC (Time to be Determined) 

Easter Sunday Service—FCCSJ Sanctuary 10:00 a.m. 

Easter Reception—Fellowship Hall/Courtyard 11:00 a.m. 

Easter Egg Hunt for the Children—Courtyard 11:20 a.m. 
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Communion Cups 

From the beginnings of Christianity until the 1890s, Christians 

sipped communion wine from a common cup. They didn’t 

think about germs or how long the communion service took. 

Then, germ theory began to be accepted, efficiency began to 

be desired, and around the turn of the century people began 

to use individual glass communion cups served in trays similar 

to those we use today.  

Fast forward to the 1980s, when glass cups were phased out in favor of plastic. No more broken glass! No 

more washing hundreds of tiny cups! Even more sanitary than reusing glass! All was well until we realized in the 

last few years that plastic is choking our planet, and that plastic communion cups are part of the problem. 

On April 7, we will begin serving communion juice in stainless steel cups as a solution to one part of the 

global emergency that is plastic.  Source:  http://www.materialreligion.org/documents/may98doc.html  
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Just days after the cowardly, vile, 
and murderous terrorist attack on 
the Al-Noor mosque in Christ-
church, NZ, Dr. Feras Al-Harabi 
wrote of his father Moshin in the 
Arab News. Moshin Al-Harabi, a 
learned and humble man at 61, 
was a founding member of the Al-
Noor Mosque who loved his com-
munity and devoted time even to 
cleaning the build-
ing when needed. 
He had cancer but, 
as his son wrote, he 
died of another 
kind of cancer altogether. 

There are many things that bub-
bled to the surface when I thought 
about topics for my Spire article 
this week, but this one won’t let go 
of me. The murder of 50 people is 
hideous and infuriating under any 
circumstance. The murder of 50 
people at prayer somehow seems 
to me even more invidious and 
inhuman. I know it shouldn’t, it 
simply does. I applaud everything 
the New Zealand authorities are 
trying to do to refuse the terrorists 
publicity or a public voice. They are 
well aware of how this particular 
cancer spreads, how it multiplies, 
how it ruins the lives of those it 
touches. And there are far too 
many outlets for this kind of terror, 
far too many apologists in its 
wake. 

I am especially bothered, I think, 
by the weak condemnations from 
the Christian world, especially do-
mestically. Weak because they 
seem so disingenuous coming 
from a broadly described commu-
nity that has spent so many years 
promoting the notion of Muslims 
universally as a dangerous, aggres-
sive, untrustworthy, other. The Is-
lamophobia inherent in much of 
what our Churches teach is ulti-

If music be 

the food 

of love, 

SING! 

Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, May 11
th

 

at 3:00 p.m. 

The love song has been part of 

every culture for as long as there 

has been music. Be it the love of a 

neighbor, a friend, a partner, or 

the love of God, ALL will be ex-

pressed in our 14th Annual Con-

cert.  

You’ll hear traditional and con-

temporary church choral music, 

Broadway, the Beatles, and much 

more. This concert is an oppor-

tunity for you to hear us sing and 

applaud our efforts enthusiastical-

ly. You will be treated to some of 

our favorite pieces from 2018-19, 

including solos by Nancy 

McHenery, Terry Duffy, Brad Cox, 

and more, and a return appear-

ance of our wonderful Hand Bell 

Choir.  

Bring your neighbors, coworkers, 

and friends. Give a ride to some-

one who might not otherwise be 

able to attend. Invite someone 

you’ve been wanting to bring to 

church. Or treat your mom, aunt, 

dad, uncle, grandparent or grand-

child to a great afternoon of mu-

sic.  

Please make plans to attend and 

send out your invitations now so 

that we have a full house. A free-

will donation will be taken, and 

there will be a reception following 

the concert. 

BUDGET FORUM The Trustees also invite you to their

Budget Forum on April 28, 2019 where you’ll have a chance to 

learn and ask questions about our new budget for the upcoming 

2019-20 year.  

mately destructive to our common 
humanity. We turn a blind eye to 
so many virulent, polemical, and 
fearful writings about Islam and 
about Muslims themselves. Books 
and articles, many written by 
evangelicals in recent years, con-
tribute to fear and xenophobia 
instead of helping people cope 
with, and get over, these feelings 

and reac-
tions to a 
modern 
multi-
cultural 

world. 

In a Butterfly Effect sort of way the 
cancer from which Moshin Al-
Harabi died is a result of a 
worldview we failed to challenge, 
one to which we have become 
inured. The Church has to redou-
ble our efforts in aggressively 
fighting these destructive narra-
tives and perceptions. We have to 
emphasize the common ground 
and heritage of Christianity, Islam, 
and Judaism. We have to insist on 
new ways of thinking, preaching, 
and writing that sees our common 
humanity, Muslims as neighbors, 
and Islam, its prophet, and its holy 
book as grounds for dialogue and 
peace-building in celebration of 
what unites us and serves as 
bridges between us.  

I am genuinely tired of fundamen-
talisms of all stripes running 
roughshod over the heart and 
soul of our various traditions. The 
world has big enough problems 
that we should be pulling togeth-
er, not tearing apart. Every pre-
cious moment we waste in sowing 
seeds of division, hate, and enmity 
is a moment we are stealing from 
future generations.  We just can’t 
put up with it anymore. 

Pastor Tom 

We have to insist on new ways of 

thinking, preaching, and writing that 

sees our common humanity, . . . 

Rev. Tom’s Message FCCSJ proudly Presents: 



Last month, I shared an article 

online that generated a lot of 

feedback. More people responded 

me to face to face that they in-fact 

felt the same ways about church. 

In particular, our church. Although 

I’ve struggled with it, I am going to 

lean on the side of my gut and 

share it here with all of you as be-

ing worth some thought. 

In November of 2014, Thom Rainer 

wrote an article entitled, “Top 10 

Ways Churches Drive Away First-

time Guests”. He is the president 

and CEO of LifeWay Christian Re-

sources (LifeWay.com). Given Rev. 

Tom’s re-invigoration of a hospi-

tality ministry and all of the energy 

we have seen from members sur-

rounding it, I thought it would be a 

great asset to be able to hear di-

rectly from the people looking for 

churches how they feel and what 

they think when they walk through 

“our” doors. Below, I’ve copied the 

entire article (italics) and then add-

ed some of the thoughts and feed-

back I received from others as it 

relates to our church (red). 

“Top 10 Ways Churches Drive 

Away First-time Guests” 

If you attend a church regularly, 

you’ve probably noticed the phe-

nomenon. A guest shows up for a 

worship service, but he or she never 

returns. It is, unfortunately, a com-

mon issue in many churches. 

I did a Twitter poll to ask these first-

time guests why they chose not to 

return to a particular church. While 

some of the responses were antici-

pated, I admit being a bit surprised 

with some of them. 

Though my poll is not scientific, it is 

nevertheless fascinating. Here are 

the top 10 responses in order of fre-

quency. 

1.) Having a stand up and greet 

one another time in the worship 

service. This response was my 

greatest surprise for two reasons. 

First, I was surprised how much 

guests are really uncomfortable 

during this time. Second, I was real-

ly surprised that it was the most 

frequent response.  

Oh, boy! THIS one was rough to 

read. After all, I AM a “hugger”! 

But, after some candid conversa-

tion with both first time visitors 

AND long time members, I was 

given the grace of this response: 

“It’s about comfort. I’m perfectly 

okay with you greeting me, but, 

don’t expect the way you greet to 

be the way I greet. As the visitor, 

I’m already out of my comfort 

zone. Allow me the chance to at 

least control how much interac-

tion we have without judgement.” 

Honestly, I see this as both 

under-standable and doable.  

2.) Unfriendly church members. 

This response was anticipated. But 

the surprise was the number of re-

spondents who included non-

genuine friendliness in their an-

swers. In other words, the guests 

perceived some of the church mem-

bers were faking it. 

Well, now! Who would’ve 

thought that people could tell 

that we were only speaking to 

them out of obligation?! The 

truth is that most of our 

communication is non-verbal. In 

fact, roughly 90% 
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Worth Some Thought by Rev. Shernell FCCSJ Stewardship 

FCCSJ Stewardship committee is 

about to begin the pledge cam-

paign for July 1, 2019 to June 30, 

2020. The dictionary describes 

stewardship as “Taking care of 

something, such as an organiza-

tion or property”. In this case, that 

means we are all stewards of our 

church. We feel  MANY SPIRITS 

EQUALS ONE HEART. The Board 

of Trustees recommends this years 

total pledge goal be $325,000. We 

will be truly grateful for every 

pledge no matter the amount. If 

everyone pledges, we can contin-

ue to grow church programs such 

as music, children and youth min-

istries, adult education and pasto-

ral care. 

More information will be sent in a 

letter, along with pledge forms to 

be mailed in April. Please respond 

with your HEART and give to our 

church were everyone is welcome 

and the mission is always; 

TO UNDERSTAND AND LIVE OUT 

JESUS` VISION FOR A JUST AND 

LOVING WORLD. 

of it. What this means for us? 

Don’t do it if we aren’t genuine. 

We may be doing more harm 

than good.  

3.) Unsafe and unclean chil-

dren’s area. This response generat-

ed the greatest emotional reactions. 

If your church does not give a high 

priority to children, don’t expect 

young families to attend.  

Thanks to an extremely dedicated 

and talented facilities team 

(Property Manager, Custodial 

Team, and Nursery Attendants) 

we have immaculate children’s 

areas. We actually take a lot of 

care in our cleanliness and try to 

make sure that the environment 

is as inviting as possible. The 

thing about this part, for our 

(Continued on page 5) 



Deborah Circle will 

meet Wednesday, 

April 3, at 10:30 a.m.  

Reverend Penny Phillips 

will be joining us to talk 

about “Ethical Wills”. Any-

one interested in this topic 

is welcome to join us. 

Hostesses are Neela Saylor 

and Claire Markus.  

Devotions will be given by Diane 

Noren. 

The Cabinet will meet at 9:30 in 

the Friendship Room. 

Our next meeting is April 20 

2019 noon - 2:00 p.m. in the 

Friendship Room. If you are in 

the position of being a caregiver or support person (long distance, or 

nearby), and would like to connect with others experiencing the same 

kind of challenges, this is the group for you.  Whether you are caring 

for a parent or a spouse, sibling or neighbor, you are welcome to join 

us.   

We meet on the third Saturday of each month.  Each meeting we have 

a time of check in, and then explore a topic related to caregiving. 

Bring a dish to share for our monthly potluck. 
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Calling all bakers, crafters, and 

shoppers! Please put April 14 on 

your calendars for the Spring Bake 

Sale. We will have baked goods, 

crafts, and a table to buy some-

thing sweet to go with your coffee. 

Our bake sale will be a success with your contributions of delicious 

goods to brighten the holiday. If you bring gluten-free items to sell, 

please indicate that on your label. Also, an indication of what kind of 

nuts might be in your item will help those with allergies. We welcome 

jams, honey, and all types of baked items.  Crafty folks can help by do-

nating art pieces, potholders, cards, and other gifts. They are always a 

big hit!  The money we raise from the Spring sale will help fund our 

Rebuilding Together Silicon Valley project this year.  

You may bring items to Church on Saturday, April 13 between 10:00 am 

and 12:00 Noon, and before Church on Sunday the 14th. We look for-

ward to your support in making the Bake Sale a success. 

Fresh Flowers on 

Easter Sunday 
The Fellowship Board invites you 

to join in the celebration of Easter 

at church by bringing flowers on 

Easter Sunday to put in small 

containers to decorate tables that 

we use during the coffee fellow-

ship. Please drop the flowers off 

in Fellowship Hall before the Ser-

vice on Easter Sunday. Thank you 

for helping us celebrate by giving 

the hall a festive look. 

Saturday, April 6, 2019 

6:00 p.m. 

Friendship Room 

We will be 

viewing and 

discussing Ar-

ranged, which 

centers on the 

friendship be-

tween an Or-

thodox Jewish 

woman and a 

Muslim woman 

who meet as 

first-year teachers at a public 

school in Brooklyn.  Over the 

course of the year they learn they 

share much in common – not, 

least of which is that they are both 

going through the process of ar-

ranged marriages. 

All are welcome! 

For more information, please con-

tact Shelley Wessels at skwes-

sels24@gmail.com. 

United Disciples 
Fellowship 

Open House 

in Memory of 

Don del Castillo 
You are invited to an Open House 

in memory of Don del Castillo's 

passion for photography. During 

our 24 years together, we traveled 

to many parts of the world. From 

our journeys as a tribute to Don, I 

am asking you to take home fa-

vorite photos from his extensive 

collection. Come visit and socialize 

with friends. No Gifts. 

Sunday, April 28, 2019. 

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

2165 Northampton Dr. 

San Jose, CA 95124. 

phylbert@pacbell.net. 

Peg Hylbert 

mailto:phylbert@pacbell.net


Easter Flowers
Every Easter we fill the altar with beautiful blooming plants to express our joy. You can help by ordering a 

flowering plant in honor or memory of a loved one.  Order forms will be available starting Sunday, March 

31st. The deadline for ordering is Sunday, April 14th. The cost 

is $20.00 per plant. After our Easter service, please come up 

to the altar and choose your plant to take home and enjoy. 

And although our website isn’t at 

its peak (yes, we readily 

acknowledge the need to make it 

better), there is no question about 

our desire for all of our web 

presences to be the best they can. 

We hear from regular members 

about the importance of this and 

the staff are looking for the best 

ways to utilize resources and 

make sure this is a top priority. 

6.) Poor signage. If you have been 

attending a church for a few weeks, 

you forget all about the signage. 

You don’t need it any more. But 

guests do. And they are frustrated 

when it’s not there. 

Overwhelmingly, the welcome 

sign and the doors were a big hit! 

But, they aren’t permanent fix-

tures. To my surprise, even when 

you own the land, you can’t just 

put up anything you want! How-

ever, this is something key to re-

member. It may seem like our 

best “sign” is the steeple and that 

we are on the corner of Hamilton 

and Leigh, but this really doesn’t 

tell people about who we are and 

what we believe. 

7.) Insider church language. Most 

of the respondents were not refer-

ring to theological language as 

much as language that only the 

members know. My favorite exam-

ple was: “The WMU will meet in the 

CLC in the room where the GAs 

usually meet.” 

I didn’t get a lot of feedback on 

this particular critique when it 

came to our church. Still, it’s 

something to definitely keep in 

mind and be aware of when we 

are making announcements and 

informing others about the 

“happenings” at church. 

8.) Boring or bad service. My sur-

prise was not the presence of this 

item. The surprise was that it was 

not ranked higher. 

Loaded and subjective. Rev. Tom 

and I receive critiques all the time 

on the services, sermons, music, 

etc. The truth is, no one size fits 

all. However, where two or three 

are yawning, we could probably 

insert some energy. Thankfully, 

the staff recognizes this and are 

looking for ways to be both up-

beat when needed and genuine in 

evoked emotion. 

9.) Members telling guests that 

they were in their seat or pew. 

Yes, this obviously still takes place in 

some churches. 

Yea, this happens. So, if this is 

you: Imagine a stern figure giving 

you “the look”. Stop It. 

9.) Dirty facilities. Some of the 

comments: “Didn’t look like it had 

been cleaned in a week.” “No trash 

cans anywhere.” Restrooms were 

worse than a bad truck stop.” “Pews 

had more stains than a Tide com-

mercial.” 

Again, not a thing for us. Mr. Tra-

cy and Ms. Kelani take GREAT care 

and pride in their work. They are 

true gems in our First Church fam-

ily and I pray we all treat them 

with the utmost respect and grati-

tude for the effort they put into 

making us look good. Literally. 

(Continued from page 3) 

church, is the last sentence. Alt-

hough our resources in terms of 

energy and people aren’t as ro-

bust as they used to be, this is 

nonetheless crucial for any church 

looking to revitalize. Ministry to 

young families and children are 

one of the most vital ways that 

churches stay relevant. If the ser-

vice and activities of the entire 

church don’t scream “We want 

you here!” then families will con-

tinue to unapologetically go else-

where. 

4.) No place to get information. 

If your church does not have a clear 

and obvious place to get infor-

mation, you probably have lowered 

the chances of a return visit by half. 

There should also be someone to 

greet and assist guests at that infor-

mation center as well. 

We actually do really well in this 

area and it’s one of the reasons 

people actually DO return for a 

second visit. We have energetic 

and top notch greeters and wel-

come table folks. And thanks to 

the dedication to be better, there 

is ongoing training and updating 

of our materials in the works! 

5.) Bad church website. Most of 

the church guests went to the 

church website before they attended 

a worship service. Even if they at-

tended the service after visiting a 

bad website, they attended with a 

prejudicial perspective. The two in-

dispensable items guests want on a 

website are address and times of 

service. It’s just that basic. 

We have the indispensable items! 
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Council Highlights 
Rossinca/Carden Update: 

♦While two payments were received, Rossinca/Carden is still in arrears. Because they failed to meet 

their payment goal, we have begun the eviction process. 

♦Rossinca/Carden is working with the city of Campbell on renewing their conditional use permit for 

the upcoming school year. They are seeking new students, as well. 

♦We are also considering other options for our campus that can generates an income stream. 

Hospitality initiative Update: 

♦Teams met on March 2 to plan next steps. Rev. Tom and Cindy Eckhardt created an orientation 

folder, which will be offered this spring. 

♦Physical changes to Fellowship Hall are planned to make it more welcoming and functional. 

♦We anticipate training members to more effectively extend our welcome. 

Rev. Shernell Edney-Stilley submitted her resignation upon receiving a call as Associate Conference 

Minister for the state of New York. While we will miss our beloved associate minister, we wish her 

the best in her new call. Her letter was distributed to the Council. It will be mailed to the congrega-

tion later this week. 

Sanctuary Improvement Projects:  Mark Knudsen is getting quotes, with the help of Brad Cox for 

several projects that will improve the Sanctuary’s safety and usefulness. 
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Acknowledgments & Celebrations: 
 Thanks to Nancy McHenery for subbing as choir direc-

tor while Kristin Link was on vacation. 

 Thanks to all who arranged for Rev. Alan Johnson’s ser-

mon and the forum on mental health on March 3. 

 Thanks to the Adult Learning  for its Civil Rights forums 

during February. 

Kindred Hospice & First Congregational Church of San Jose 
invite you to attend a 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
The Metamorphosis of Grief Into Grace 

April 11 - May 30, 2019;  Eight Thursday Sessions, 1:00 - 2:15pm 

First Congregational Church of San Jose 

1980 Hamilton Ave, San Jose, CA 

Using the metaphor of the stages of becoming a butterfly, this group is 

designed to support those undergoing major loss or life change.  Each 

session is self-contained and includes reflection, sharing, coping tools, and 

live music all designed to inspire, uplift, and encourage the healing pro-

cess.  Participants are encouraged to attend all eight sessions, however 

this group is open to drop-ins for the first two sessions.  For more infor-

mation or to register, please call: 

Rev. T’Shala Olivieri, MDiv, MIM, Bereavement Coordinator, Kindred Hospice-San Jose 

UCC minister and Director of Doveheart Sanctuary 

408-441-0223; 831-247-1098

Or;  Cindy Eckhardt, Office Manager, FCCSJ:  408-377-7121
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Sunday 

School 

All Children 

(unless they 

are already in 

infant care) 

begin worship 

in the Sanctu-

ary with the entire congregation. 

Following the Children's Moment, 

they will be escorted to their Pro-

gram Rooms until 11:15 a.m. Note: 

On the 1st Sunday of each month, 

the children will remain in worship 

to experience Communion and our 

full worship service with their par-

ents. Pre-school children can re-

main in worship or go to the 

nursery on those Sundays. 

Pre-School Room 6: Children ages 

3-6 join our Nursery attendants

for story-time, crafts, and activi-

ties. All children must be picked

up by a guardian at 11:15 a.m.

Elementary Room 8: Children in 

grades K-5 join 2 adult leaders for 

our Illustrated Earth, Celebrating 

God's Creation curriculum, which 

includes a Bible-based story, dis-

cussion, individual and group ac-

tivity time. All children in grade 3 

and under must be picked up by a 

guardian at 11:15 a.m. Older chil-

dren will be released to the Fel-

lowship Hall. 
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Children’s Ministries 

FOUNDATIONAL FAITH: 1st 

Sunday of the month  from 

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Foundational Faith is run by 

Revs. Tom and Shernell with a 

variety of spiritual and foun-

dational topics being dis-

cussed. Bring yourself, bring 

your friends, and bring your 

questions! Most of all, bring 

your Spirit of openness as we 

engage together in what it 

means to live in this world 

and still find faith in some-

thing bigger than ourselves. 

We will gather in the Youth 

Room where sacred space 

(and snacks) will always be 

available.  

YOUTH SOCIAL ACTIVITY Once  

a  month, time TBD.  The Youth 

Committee  will providing a safe, 

engaging, and fun activity that will 

help us all grow and leave our 

worries behind for a few short 

hours.  Youth currently in grades  

6-12.  All Youth are welcome and

feel free to bring your friends!

The Robert W. Porter 

Scholarship Fund 
The Robert W. Porter Scholarship 

Fund was established in 1980 in 

memory of its namesake who for 

many years served as this church 

school’s senior high teacher and 

advisor to the youth programing.  

This fund began with proceeds 

from the Pilgrim Fellowship’s 

(former youth program name) pa-

per shed and donations from indi-

viduals and groups within our 

church.  The fund is now endowed 

with the interest available for 

scholarships.  

Award(s) may be made annually at 

the discretion of the Special Gifts 

and Endowment Committee using 

the following guidelines. 

Preference will be given to 

high school seniors who are mem-

bers of the First Congregational 

Church of San Jose, United Church 

of Christ, and who are intending a 

career in a helping profession. 

Applications may be picked up 

in the church office or requested 

my mail from the office and must 

be received in the church office by 

April 25, 2019. 

Children's Ministry Lenten Project 
Our goal for this years Lenten Project is to raise $275 per child. $2,200.00 to educate 8 girls for one year as 

part of Heifer International Women Empowerment.  Please help by taking a bank, donating your loose 

change, spreading the word, or making a donation,   

• Educating 10% more of the female population increases a country's GDP by 3%

• Each year of primary school education increases the girl's eventual income by 10-20%.

• Girls who are educated have children later in life, resulting in healthier babies.

• Women who have been educated are more likely to assure that their children

receive an education

Find us in Fellowship Hall in or donate to loose plate in April. 



All women are invited to attend 

our Women of Faith Groups. We 

meet monthly for discussion of a 

theme and loving support for one 

another.  You are welcome to join 

either or both groups.  

Morning Women of Faith: 

Meets the 1st Monday at 10:00 

a.m. each month.  Our next meet-

ing is April 1, 2019 All women are

welcome to this time of mutual

support and caring conversation.

Please join us!

Evening Women of Faith:   

We will meet at the home of Hel-

en Battad on April 24, 2019 at 

7:00 p.m. We are reading Cranky, 

Beautiful Faith by Nadia Bolz-

Weber. Penny Phillips will lead the 

discussion. We meet the 4th 

Wednesday of the month in peo-

ple’s homes. All women are wel-

come to join us. You can be added 

to the email list by calling the 

church office. 

Lenten Series Continues 

Entering the Passion of Jesus by 

Amy-Jill Levine (Friendship 

Room, 11:30am)  Adult Learning 

will continue the six-part series 

that explores the Passion of Jesus. 

We are reading and discussing 

Amy-Jill Levine's book, Entering 

the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s 

Guide to Holy Week. Some of you 

will remember Amy-Jill when she 

spoke at our church as part of the 

United Disciples Fellowship Distin-

guished Lecturer Series. She is the 

author of several books, such as 

The Misunderstood Jew and Short 

Stories by Jesus. In Entering the 

Passion she explores the biblical 

texts surrounding the Passion sto-

ry. She shows us how the text rais-

es ethical and spiritual questions 

for the reader, and how we all face 

risk in our Christian experience. 

The last of the six parts are: 

March 31st — Jesus’ Teach-

ings in the Temple  

April 7th — The Last Supper 

Traditions 

April 14th — Gethsemane 

should prove re-

warding.  
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Adult Forums 

SG&E Grant Expense Submittals 

If you have been awarded a SG&E grant please note there is a special 

SG&E Expense Form you must use to submit your actual expenses to 

the bookkeeper or to account for a credit card charge on one of the 

church credit cards. The pre approved expense form will be provided to 

you when you are notified your grant was approved.  As part of the pro-

cess, if your actual expenses exceed the amount of the grant you must 

also provide the additional account to be charged.  This will help us ac-

count for the expenses correctly and match the expense to the right 

grant. If there are any special needs regarding your grant expenses, 

please contact the Church Treasurer, 

Mark Domnauer. 

Special Gifts and 

Endowment Fund 

Grant 

Background: Any established 

Board, Committee or Ministry 

Team of the Church may com-

plete an application for a grant 

from the Special Gifts and Endow-

ment Fund Annual Grants, funded 

by a portion of the interest in-

come earned on endowment 

funds.  Grants are awarded for 

one-time projects not included 

in the Church’s operating budg-

et.  Subsidizing expenses normal-

ly included in the Church’s oper-

ating budget are not eligible for 

this purpose. 

Purpose:  Grants are awarded to 

projects which best accomplish 

one or more of the following 

items: 

• Enable the Church’s focus or

other priority program.

• Demonstrate an innovative

ministry for a trial period.

• Extend our outreach activities.

• Improve our facilities or

grounds.

Time line:  Grant applications 

must be received at the Church 

Office by April 16, 2012.  Applica-

tions received after the deadline 

may not be considered. 



April 

Jesika Souza 4/1 

Dylan Zhang 4/2 

Nancy Kell 4/3 

Glen Brynsvold 4/6 

Cindy Eckhardt 4/6 

Logan Stachnick 4/6 

Karen Armstrong 4/7 

Charles Weidmann 4/7 

Val Billuris 4/8 

Erik Houts 4/11 

Lotyss Pino 4/14 

Jack Battad 4/19 

Maurice Stevenson 4/19 

Michael Howden 4/21 

Jan Russell 4/23 

Marsha Pollak 4/23 

Brenda Eberle 4/27 

Kristina McHenery 4/29 

Will Gottesman 4/29 

April 

Dave & Pat Elliott 4/9 

Patrick & Laurel Campbell 4/9 

Susan McNeill-Bindon & Tyler Bindon  4/21 

Howard & Marilyn Cohen 4/24 

Bob & Julie Horst 4/30 
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BOARD/COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Church Council 1st Tues 7:30 pm Friendship Rm 
Youth Committee 1st Fri 9:00 am Church Office 
Children’s Ministries 2nd Sun 11:30 am Church Office 
Common Ground 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Friendship Rm 

Trustees 3rd Tues 6:30 pm Friendship Rm 
Diaconate 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Sanctuary 
Outreach 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Office 
Fellowship 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Room 14 
Stewardship 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Church Office 

Adult Learning As Needed 
Special Gifts As Needed See Spire Calendar 
Pastoral Relations As Needed for dates and time. 
Personnel Policies As Needed 

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS. 

Sun 10:00 am FCC Worship Sanctuary 
11:00 am FCC Fellowship Fellowship Hall 
11:30 am Adult Forum Friendship Room 

Mon 10:00 am Morning Women of Faith(1
st
) Friendship Rm 

11:30 am Dreamer’s Choice Lunch (2
nd

) Courtyard 
12:15 pm Dream Group Friendship Room 
2:30 pm Spiritual Practice(2

nd
) Rv. Tom’s Office 

7:30 pm Bell Rehearsal Sanctuary 
Tues 3:30 pm Wake Up & Knit Friendship Room 
Wed 10:00 am Staff Meeting Rv. Tom’s Office 

7:00 pm Evening Women of Faith(4
th

)  off site 
Wed-Sat10:00 am  Organ Practice Sanctuary 
Thur 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 

Staff Office Hours 

Rev. Tom is in the office Saturday 
— Wednesday & takes Thursday
& Friday off.  Available weekly
form Saturday through 
Wednesday . Do not expect a 
reply on Thursday or Friday.

Rev. Shernell is in her office 
Sunday — Thursday & takes, 
Friday & Monday off. 

Kristin’s hours are Mon & Wed 
9:00 a.m.-noon & by appointment. 

Cindy - Office manager is in the 
office Monday — Friday from 9:00 
a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

In Our 

Thoughts 

& Prayers 

 Eleanor Tibbetts

 Mayetta Behringer

 Billie Cole

 Becky Lake & Darlene Bogle

 John & Mariel Oliver

 Diane Noren

 Helen Battad

 Jak & Betty Kirtland

 Mary Remley & Silvia Givens

 Thomas Schweizer

 All those who struggling with

family changes.

 All those who are recipients

of hospice care.

 The women at Elmwood Jail.

 All Military active duty and

all Veterans; May we be a
welcoming congregation for
all those who have served
(and their families) in the
Armed Forces

2019 SPIRE DATES 

Month Deadline Mailing 

February Mon. Jan. 21 Jan. 29 

March Mon. Feb. 18 Feb. 27 

April Mon. Mar. 18 Mar. 27 

May Mon. Apr. 15 Apr. 24 

June Mon. May 20 May 29 

July Mon. June 17 June 26 

August Mon. July 15 July 24 

September Mon. Aug. 19 Aug. 28 

October Mon. Sept. 16 Sept. 25 

November  Mon. Oct. 21 Oct. 30 

December Mon. Nov. 18 Nov. 27 

January 2019 Mon. Dec. 16 Dec. 27 

Happy Easter! 
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April 2019 

Monday 1 10:00 am Morning Women of Faith Friendship Room 

Tuesday 2 7:30 pm Church Council Meeting Friendship Room 

Wednesday 3 9:30 am Women’s Fellowship Cabinet Meeting Friendship Room 

3 10:30 am Deborah Circle Friendship Room 

Saturday 6 6:00 pm UDF Meeting Friendship Room 

Sunday 7 11:30 am Adult Forum—The Last Supper Traditions Friendship Room 

7 11:30 am Youth Foundational Faith Church Office 

Monday 8 11:30 am Dreamers Choice Lunch Courtyard 

8 2:30 pm Spiritual Exploration  Rev. Tom’s Office 

Wednesday 10 1:30 pm Family Harvest Food Sorting  Off Site 

Thursday 11 1:00 pm Bereavement Support Group  Friendship Room 

Saturday 13 9:00 am Indivisible Meeting  Friendship Room 

13 10:00 am Bake Sale Setup Kitchen 

Sunday 14 11:00 am Bake Sale— Fellowship Hall 

14 11:30 am Adult Forum—Gethsemane Friendship Room 

Monday 15 Spire Articles Due Church Office 

Tuesday 16 7:00 pm Common Ground Meetings Various Rooms 

Thursday 18 1:00 pm Bereavement Support Group  Friendship Room 

18 6:00 pm FCCSJ / Campbell UCC—Middle Eastern Meal Fellowship Hall 

18 7:30 pm Maundy Thursday Service Sanctuary 

Saturday 20 12:00 pm CareGivers Support Group Friendship Room 

Sunday 21 TBD Easter Sunrise Service & Breakfast Campbell UCC 

21 10:00 am Easter Service FCCSJ Sanctuary 

21 11:00 am Fellowship & Refreshments Fellowship Hall 

21 11:20 am Easter Egg Hunt  Courtyard 

Monday 22 Earth Day 

Tuesday 23 7:00 pm Community Services Ministry Team Meeting  Friendship Room 

Wednesday 24 11:30 am Sloppy Joe Lunches       Bill Wilson Drop-in Center  

24 7:00 pm Evening Women of Faith Off Site 

Thursday 25 1:00 pm Bereavement Support Group  Friendship Room 

Saturday 27 8:00 am Rebuilding Together Off Site 

27 9:00 am Making Lunch for Rebuilding Crew Kitchen 

27 4:00 pm Labyrinth Walk Labyrinth 

Sunday 28 11:30 am Budget Forum 2019-2020  Friendship Room 

Tuesday 30 9:00 am Spire Folding  Church Office 
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=8961840117896161735


We are an Open and Affirming Congregation! 

Mission Statement:  To understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS WORSHIP TIME - SUNDAY AT 10:00 A.M. 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday—Wednesday) Children’s Church School and 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Thursday—Friday) Nursery Care are available 

FCCSJ Help Wanted 
OUR SLOPPY JOE LUNCH program at the Bill Wilson Drop In 

Center for homeless youth is in it’s 3rd year! We feed between 

20 and 30 youth a hot Sloppy Joe sandwich, lettuce and veg-

gie salad, homemade cookies, and iced tea or lemonade. 

They love it! We are now looking for volunteers to prepare 

and serve the meal on Wednesday May 22nd, June 26th, and 

July 24th. You will be on a 3 person team. Ellen Cook will be 

there with you every time. This is a very popular program 

among both volunteers and youth. Since most of the youth 

are young men, we are particularly looking for men to volun-

teer. Sign up with Ellen Cook.  

VILLAGE HOUSE is a Shelter for medically fragile homeless 

women that FCCSJ supports. The April Day Center is at San 

Jose Christian Reformed Church, 5150 Camden Ave., San Jose. 

The Overnight Shelter is at St. Timothy's Lutheran Church at 

5100 Camden Ave. Volunteer to spend 2 hours socializing, 

playing games, watching TV or just being there to help pro-

vide a safe place for the ladies. Sign up with Ellen Cook after 

worship in Fellowship Hall or sign up online at https://

villagehousesccca.com. There is a training video at that site as 

well. The homeless women are screened into the program by 

a social worker at Valley Medical Center who is a founding 

member of Village House.  

REBUILDING TOGETHER 
Our next Rebuilding Together Silicon Val-

ley project is scheduled for Saturday, April 

27, 2019!  Bring your hearts and your ener-

gy and volunteer for this worthwhile 

event.  Rebuilding Together brings commu-

nities and volunteers together to rehabili-

tate the homes of low income homeown-

ers, particularly the elderly and disabled, so 

that they may live in warmth, safety, and 

independence.  Past projects have not only 

brought joy and happiness to the home-

owner but have also left our volunteers 

with a sense of accomplishment and feel-

ings of gratification knowing that they have 

helped someone who is truly in need.  Mark 

your calendars and 

watch for future an-

nouncements and 

RTSV emails for more 

information.  Contact: 

Liz Carey at princess-

basia@yahoo.com or 

408-364-6186

https://villagehousesccca.com
https://villagehousesccca.com



