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Saturday, May 4, 2019  

It’s time for our annual retreat.  

We will be watching and discuss-

ing Green Book, the film about a 

working-class Italian-American 

bouncer who becomes the driver 

for an African-American pianist on 

a tour of venues through the 

1960s American South. 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome! 

Location: Jeanne Farrington’s 

house 

For more information, please con-

tact Shelley Wessels at  

skwessels24@gmail.com. 

United Disciples 
Fellowship 

New Weekly Welcomers 

Beginning on Sunday, April 28, we will be decommissioning our 

“Welcome Table” and moving to a more direct opportunity for 

welcoming new guests to our worship hour. Sunday morning is a 

busy, and often hectic, time for our community and we don’t 

want to overlook new faces amidst the hustle and bustle, so we 

are looking for folks who will consider taking a bit of time (two 

each Sunday) and help identify and specifically greet our guests. 

Packets of information have been prepared that will hopefully 

answer most visitor questions, and our Weekly Welcomers will 

offer these along with a personal welcome and an invitation to 

join us after the service 

for coffee. If you would 

like to help offer the 

hospitality of the church 

in this way, please let us 

know in the church of-

fice. Thank you! 

Calling 

All 

Graduates! 

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY is 

May 19, 2019.  Please share with 

us the name of your graduate 

(Senior High and above), name of 

the school, and what his or her 

future plans are!  Deadline for 

information to the church office 

is May 13th. During worship on 

May 19, 2019, the Special Gifts & 

Endowment Committee will be 

announcing the Robert W. Porter 

Scholarship recipients.  These 

scholarships are awarded to all 

graduating seniors who are com-

mitted to a future vocation in 

helping others.  

officemanager@firstccsj.org 

Mark Your Calendar!  

The Spring Church Work Day  

Saturday, May 19, from 8am to noon 

We will have many different opportunities to participate for peo-

ple of all skill levels. If you have a particular project you want to 

work on, you can add it to our list. Coffee, juice, and munchies will 

be provided. So, join us for fun, fellowship, and service, as we con-

tinue to take care of this beautiful campus which has been gifted 

to us. For more details, contact:   

Mark Knudson (mknudsen@jps.net   

408-377-9030) 

Charles Weidmann (cpwe@ix.netcom.com 

408-893-9902) 

mailto:mknudsen@jps.net
mailto:cpwe@ix.netcom.com


Page 3 Volume XXXX Number 5 

Dear Friends, 

Not very long after I arrived here 

at FCCSJ I began to hear the occa-

sional refrain, usually around the 

time of a Stewardship campaign, 

that we might be 

overstaffed for our 

needs and that we 

should consider trim-

ming back. Well, I 

think we may have 

resolved the issue at this point. For 

those of us keeping score at home, 

we have, at the moment, decided 

not to replace our fulltime Youth 

Director and we are soon to lose 

the considerable leadership skills 

of our Minister for Congregational 

Life when Rev. Shernell goes east 

later this month. It is unlikely that 

we will replace that position at the 

moment either. 

It should go without saying, but 

I’m going to say it anyway, that I 

have really enjoyed the opportuni-

ty to work alongside Rev. Shernell, 

I have valued her work, her creativ-

ity, and her counsel. Things will not 

be the same around here without 

her. I hope you will take every op-

portunity to thank her for all she 

has done with us. Still, conversa-

tions are underway with regard to 

what our next steps might be. 

There are times in the life of every 

The Safe Parking 
Proposal 

Are you wondering what is hap-

pening with our Safe Parking Pro-

posal with the Winter Faith Collab-

orative?  The Safe Parking Pro-

gram allows homeless people liv-

ing in their cars to park overnight 

in a church parking lot where they 

are safe and have access to a min-

imum of clean water source and 

toilets. There is a critical need for 

safe places for homeless people to 

park during the night, especially 

as many of them are working 

folks. 

So far a small group of us have: 

 Met with Ingrid Granados of 

Amigos de Guadalupe Agency 

which screens guests and refers 

them to participating churches. 

We learned about Amigos case 

management system and screen-

ing process which reassured us 

that we would be helping the ap-

propriate people for our resources 

and that there were multiple ser-

vices behind this program. 

 Met with Norm Puck of Prince 

of Peace Lutheran Church of Sara-

toga, who is a retired IBM execu-

tive who researched Safe Parking 

programs statewide before he and 

his congregation started a Rotat-

ing Safe Parking Program in Sara-

toga with several nearby churches 

and a participating college. We 

learned a lot from Norm and his 

fellow Prince of Peacers who have 

offered to mentor us and to share 

their intake forms, volunteer train-

ing program, etc. with us.  

 Observed the Rotating Safe 

Parking Program at St. Jude's Epis-

copal in Saratoga and talked with 

the guests. 

Thanks to participants Brian Link, Ellen Cook, 

Judy Stevens, Daniel Earl, Karen Armor who 

have helped research this program by meeting 

with Ingrid and Norm.  If you interested in 

knowing more, please contact Susan Price at 

sleeprice66@gmail.com. 

community when the full extent of 

the challenges present lead us to 

imagine that it might be a good 

opportunity to reevaluate, not 

simply pieces of the puzzle, but 

the entire puzzle itself. This does 

seem like one of those times for 

us now. There seems to be more 

urgency around the questions of 

how we use our resources and 

assets, about how we select a di-

rection for ourselves, and about 

what our general priorities ought 

to be. 

I am really pleased with this com-

munity’s willingness to pitch in 

and try new things, or try doing 

things in a new way, and I see 

some 

real 

promise 

in this. It 

gives me 

great 

hope for the ability of our com-

munity to move forward with pur-

pose and strength. I see, for ex-

ample the very creative work that 

our Hospitality Ministry Team is 

beginning to do and the ways in 

which they clearly want to en-

hance the welcoming experience 

not only for new guests, but for 

the entire church family. I am per-

suaded by the way our Fellowship 

Team is planning some new kinds 

of community events, or Chil-

dren’s Ministry Team is taking ad-

vantage of new opportunities, or 

the Trustees are helping us make 

best use of our property and fi-

nances, that we are up to the chal-

lenges ahead. 

At our April Church Council meet-

ing we began the leadership con-

versation about what our priorities 

needed to be, which traditions are 

(Continued on page 6) 

My greatest hope however, as we 

move into a new era of ministry 

here, is that you will commit to be-

ing as involved as you are able, . . . . 

Rev. Tom’s Message 



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

LUNCHEON 

May 1, 2019 at 11:30 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

The program is: Hats Through 

Time - the weird and the wonder-

ful, led by Nancy Peters, a volun-

teer with History San Jose at Kelly 

Park.  Tickets will be on sale April 

28.  

There will not be a Circle meeting. 

We will honor our Past Presidents. 

Deborah Circle 
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FCCSJ Help Wanted 

Generous Donations to our Veterans!! 
Matthew 25: 40 Jesus said, “I’m telling the solemn truth. Whenever 
you did one of these things to someone overlooked or ignored, that 
was me—you did it to me.” 

It was a big wonderful collection of donations from our congrega-
tional members that was shared with the Hospice Care Center at the 
Palo Alto Veteran Hospital on April 6. The staff was grateful to re-
ceive the 214+ items for the hospice residents. The donations in-
cluded: packaged cookies, coloring books for adults and children, 
teas of all kinds, disposable razors, wheelchair gloves, sippy cups, 
shampoos & conditioners & body wash in lovely gentle scents. 
Thanks to everyone who donated  and to the Community Service 
Ministries Team for their work in organizing this project. Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. Chaplain Penny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo on the Hospice Care Unit at the VA Hospital: Christina Yee, Recreation 
Therapist; Kimberly Hiroto, Psychologist; Peter Crandall, Hospice Volunteer; 
Penny Phillips, Chaplain. In front: Brian Pace, Psychology Intern 

HOT LUNCH PROGRAM: Thank 

you for your support of the Sloppy 

Joe hot lunch program over the 

past 3 years! There have been 30 

volunteers so far, but we need you 

because some have moved away, 

and others are no longer available. 

We feed between 20 and 30 youth 

(age 18-25) a hot Sloppy Joe 

sandwich, lettuce and veggie sal-

ad, homemade cookies, and lem-

onade. They love it! We are now 

looking for volunteers to prepare 

and serve the meal on June 26th. 

You will be on a 3 person team. 

Ellen Cook will be there with you. 

This is a very popular program 

among both volunteers and youth. 

Since most of the youth are young 

men, we are particularly looking 

for men to volunteer. Special 

thanks to the following men who 

have helped: Maurice Stevenson, 

John Weidmann, Noel Tebo, Dan-

iel Earl, Chuck Reed, Bryan Van-

diver, and Evan Link 

VILLAGE HOUSE: is a Rotating 

Interfaith Shelter for medically 

fragile homeless women that 

FCCSJ supports. The May Day 

Center will be at Holy Redeemer 

Lutheran Church, 1942 The Ala-

meda, and the Overnight Center 

will be at St. Martin of Tours. near 

Valley Fair Mall.- 

Please volunteer to spend 2 hours 

socializing, playing games, watch-

ing TV or just being there to help 

provide a safe place for the ladies. 

Sign up with Ellen Cook after wor-

ship in Fellowship Hall or sign up 

online at https:// vil-

lagehousesccca.com. There is a 

training video at that site as well. 

The homeless women are 

screened into the program by a 

social worker at Valley Medical 

Center who is a founding member 

of Village House.  

Thank You! 
We want to 

thank each of 

you for shar-

ing your-

selves, your 

gifts of laugh-

ter, poetry, meals, prayer kind 

visits grocery shopping and es-

pecially Kristin Link for spreading 

the word and sharing the need.  

We are blessed and constantly 

amazed by our church family. 

Thank you!  

Darlene Bogle & Beck Lake 

https://www.hrlcsj.org/
https://www.hrlcsj.org/
https://www.stmartin.org/
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Sunday School 

All Children (unless they are 

already in Infant care) begin 

worship in the Sanctuary 

with the entire congrega-

tion. Following the Chil-

dren's Moment, they will be 

escorted to their Program 

Rooms until 11:15. Note: On 

the 1st Sunday of each 

month, the children will remain in worship to experi-

ence Communion and our full worship service with 

their parents. Pre-school children can remain in wor-

ship or go to the nursery on those Sundays. 

Pre-School Room 6: Children ages 3-6 join our 

Nursery attendants for story-time, crafts, and activi-

ties. All children must be picked up by a guardian at 

11:15.  

Elementary Room 8: Children in grades K-5 join 2 

adult leaders for our Illustrated Earth, Celebrating 

God's Creation curriculum, which includes a Bible-

based story, discussion, individual and group activity 

time. All children in grade 3 and under must be 

picked up by a guardian at 11:15. Older children will 

be released to the Fellowship Hall. 
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Children’s & Youth Ministries 

BOARD/COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

Church Council 1st Tues 7:30 pm Friendship Rm 
Youth Committee 1st Fri 9:00 am Church Office 
Children’s Ministries 2nd Sun 11:30 am Church Office 
Common Ground 3rd Tues 6:30 pm Friendship Rm 

Trustees 3rd Tues 6:30 pm Friendship Rm 
Diaconate 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Sanctuary 
Outreach 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Office 
Fellowship 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Room 14 
Stewardship  3rd Tues 7:00 pm Church Office 

Adult Learning As Needed 
Special Gifts As Needed See Spire Calendar 
Pastoral Relations As Needed for dates and time. 
Personnel Policies As Needed 

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS. 
 

Sun 10:00 am FCC Worship Sanctuary 
 11:00 am FCC Fellowship Fellowship Hall 
 11:30 am Adult Forum Friendship Room 
Mon 10:00 am Morning Women of Faith(1

st
) Friendship Rm 

 11:30 am Dreamer’s Choice Lunch (2
nd

) Courtyard 
 12:15 pm Dream Group Friendship Room 
 2:30 pm Spiritual Practice(2

nd
) Rv. Tom’s Office 

 7:30 pm Bell Rehearsal Sanctuary 
Tues 3:30 pm Wake Up & Knit Friendship Room 
Wed 10:00 am Staff Meeting Rv. Tom’s Office 
 7:00 pm Evening Women of Faith(4

th
)  off site 

Wed-Sat10:00 am  Organ Practice Sanctuary 
Thur 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 

Children's Ministry invites you 

to 

Three Special Events in May. 

On the evening of 

Friday, May 3rd, we 

invite all children 

from grades 5 and younger to join us in Fellowship 

Hall for "Paint with Rev. Shernell" as part of Kids 

Night Out. This will be an opportunity for the chil-

dren to have their own time with Rev. Shernell as 

she prepares to say good-bye. 

Then, in worship on May 12th, we 

will bid farewell to Rev. Shernell 

who has led our Children's pro-

grams for the past 3 years. Join 

us in celebrating her ministry 

and in gathering community to 

look forward. 

And in worship on May 19th, we 

will celebrate Education Sunday, 

recognizing the accomplish-

ments of our graduating seniors. 

If you are the parent, grandpar-

ent, or spouse of a graduating 

student (high school or college), 

please send their information 

(degree, institution, future plans) to of-

fice@firstccsj.org as soon as possible.  On that day, 

we will also say a deep thank you to our many Sun-

day School leaders who have given generously of 

their time and love to the exploration of faith for the 

youngest members of our community. 

mailto:office@firstccsj.org
mailto:office@firstccsj.org


All women are invited to attend 

our Women of Faith Groups. We 

meet monthly for discussion of a 

theme and loving support for one 

another.  You are welcome to join 

either or both groups.  

 

Morning Women of Faith: 

Meets the 1st Monday at 10:00 

a.m. each month.  Our next meet-

ing is December 3, 2018 All wom-

en are welcome to this time of 

mutual support and caring con-

versation.  Please join us! 

 

Evening Women of Faith:   

Meets on the 4th Wednesday at 

7:00 p.m. each month  Our next 

meeting is May 22, 2019.   We 

usually meet in people’s homes 

for book discussions and mutual 

support. All women are welcome 

to join us. You can be added to 

the email list by calling the church 

office.  

Contact Ellen Cook with questions.  

Sunday, May 19 11:30 AM– Spe-

cial forum with Mike Stern, 

singer/songwriter  

Michael Stern 

is a singer/

songwriter 

from Seattle 

who has been 

creating inspiring music for and 

about peace and social justice for 

over 40 years.  His songs are rec-

ognized and often utilized by 

peace churches & groups such as 

the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 

Ground Zero Center for Creative 

Non-Violence, Hiroshima to Hope, 

Open and Welcoming congrega-

tions, Veterans for Peace, and 

many others.  Generations of lis-

teners have been deeply moved 

and empowered by songs like 

“Fight No More Forever” (the bal-

lad of Chief Joseph), “You Don’t 

Have to Carry a Gun”, “One 

World”, “Stand Up” (“First they 

came for the communists …”), 

“Take Only What You Can Car-

ry” (about Japanese American in-

carceration during WWII), “As If 

the Flowers Knew” (a ballad for 

Hiroshima) and many others. His 

songs draw inspiration from di-

verse literary, historical, spiritual 

and personal influences and range 

from thought-provoking to hu-

morous and from romantic to 

spiritual. His recordings feature 

world renowned accompanists the 

likes of National Mandolin Cham-

pion Jacob Jolliff of Yonder Moun-

tain String Band and Grammy 

nominee pianist David Lanz.  

(Some of the women of the 

church may remember Mike and 

his wife Carol leading one of our 

Women’s Retreats). 

Submitted by Gloria Bordeaux-

Pacholec 

necessary to invest in, which new directions are worth the risk. You 

have a solid, if overburdened, leadership team here and we can make 

most everything work in the service of the community. We may be 

looking to restructure our leadership framework somewhat in the com-

ing year, trimming back, wherever possible, on the amount of energy 

that is expended in meetings and administration. We may look to hire 

people to do limited and important work in our behalf. We may be ad-

vancing designs to help us take more advantage of communications 

technology. We may be doing some limited refurbishing of the Sanctu-

ary and rearranging of the Fellowship Hall. Your input and insight is val-

ued as always.  

My greatest hope however, as we move into a new era of ministry here, 

is that you will commit to being as involved as you are able, that you 

will find some part of all this worthy of your time and effort.  We live in 

an increasingly exhausting world I know. We all feel it. And I believe 

wholeheartedly that FCCSJ can, and will, be a place of respite and heal-

ing, challenge and growth, for everyone who seeks to help make it so. 

Peace, 

Rev. Tom 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Adult Forums 

Our next meeting is May 18, 2019 

noon - 2:00 p.m. in the Friendship 

Room. If you are in the position of 

being a caregiver or support per-

son (long distance, or nearby), and 

would like to connect with others 

experiencing the same kind of 

challenges, this is the group for 

you.  Whether you are caring for a 

parent or a spouse, sibling or 

neighbor, you are welcome to join 

us.  We meet on the third Satur-

day of each month.  Each meeting 

we have a time of check in, and 

then explore a topic related to 

caregiving. 

Bring a dish to share for our 

monthly potluck. 

A donation was given 

to the church in 

honor of Marilyn 

Cohen for her vol-

unteer work with 

AARP by Val Billuris. 



May 

Audrey Campbell-Eby 5/1 

Bob Meyer 5/2 

Ashley Rarick  5/2 

Arsenio Punsal  5/2 

Marty Wohlwend  5/5 

Alan Woodward  5/6 

Becky Lake  5/9 

Carol Hagler  5/9 

Dale Gilbert  5/11 

Kathy Cilker  5/13 

Eli Stachnick  5/13 

Fletcher Stachnick  5/13 

Scott Johnson 5/15 

Helen Hansen  5/16 

Kelley Baker 5/19 

Mayetta Behringer  5/20 

Diane Noren  5/20 

Dana Elmore 5/21 

Bryan Grady  5/21 

Randy Rupp 5/26 

Judy Demers  5/28 

Jan Heymann  5/29 

Michael Nemcik  5/29 

Debbie Earl  5/31 
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In Our Thoughts 

& Prayers 

 Eleanor Tibbetts’ family as 

they mourn her death., April 

9, 2019. 

 Mayetta Behringer  

 Billie Cole 

 Darlene Bogle & Becky Lake 

 John & Mariel Oliver 

 Helen Battad 

 Jak & Betty Kirtland 

 Mary Remley & Silvia Givens 

 Thomas Schweizer 

 All those who struggling with 

family changes. 

 All those who are recipients 

of hospice care. 

 The women at Elmwood Jail. 

 All Military active duty and 

all Veterans; May we be a 
welcoming congregation for 
all those who have served 
(and their families) in the 
Armed Forces  

2019 SPIRE DATES 

Month Deadline Mailing 

February Mon. Jan. 21 Jan. 29 

March Mon. Feb. 18 Feb. 27 

April Mon. Mar. 18 Mar. 27 

May Mon. Apr. 15 Apr. 24 

June Mon. May 20 May 29 

July Mon. June 17 June 26 

August Mon. July 15 July 24 

September Mon. Aug. 19 Aug. 28 

October Mon. Sept. 16 Sept. 25 

November  Mon. Oct. 21 Oct. 30 

December Mon. Nov. 18 Nov. 27 

January 2019 Mon. Dec. 16 Dec. 27 

May 

Dan & Julie Scheve 5/7 

Terry & Gwen Duffy 5/26 

Kathy & Gordon Sheridan 5/30 

Staff Office Hours 
 

Rev. Tom is in the office Saturday 

— Wednesday & takes Thursday 

& Friday off.  Available weekly 

form Saturday through 

Wednesday . Do not expect a 

reply on Thursday or Friday. 

**Rev. Tom will be on vacation 

April 27 thru May 5. 

Rev. Shernell is in her office 

Sunday — Thursday & takes, 

Friday & Monday off. 

Kristin’s hours are Mon & Wed 

9:00 a.m.-noon & by appointment.  

Cindy - Office manager is in the 

office Monday — Friday from 9:00 

a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Cindy will be on vacation April 22 

thru 28. 
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 May 2019 
Wednesday 1 11:30 am Women’s Fellowship Luncheon Fellowship Hall 

Friday  3 6:00 pm Kid’s Night Out Courtyard/Fellowship 

Saturday  4 9:00 am Choir Concert Rehearsal Fellowship Hall 

 4 9:00 am Annual Spring Retreat Off Site 

Sunday 5 11:30 am Adult Forum—Rebuilding Together Friendship Room 

 5 11:30 am Youth Foundational Faith Church Office 

Monday 6 10:00 am Morning Women of Faith Friendship Room 

Tuesday 7 3:30 pm  Wake Up & Knit Friendship Room 

 7 7:30 pm Church Council Meeting Friendship Room 

Wednesday 8 1:30 pm Family Harvest Food Sorting Off Site 

Saturday  11 9:00 am Indivisible Meeting Friendship Room 

 11 3:00 pm Choir Concert Fellowship Hall 

Sunday 12  Happy Mother’s Day  

Monday 13 11:30 am Dreamer’s Choice Lunch Courtyard 

 13 2:30 pm Spiritual Exploration Rev. Tom’s Office 

Saturday  18 8:00 am Church Work Day Courtyard 

 18 12:00 pm CareGivers Support Group Friendship Room 

Sunday 19 10:00 am  Baccalaureate Sunday & Church School Teacher Recognition   

 19 11:30 am Adult Forum—Mike Stern Friendship Room 

Monday 20  Spire Articles due Church Office 

Tuesday 21 3:30 pm  Wake Up & Knit Friendship Room 

 21 7:00 pm Common Ground Meetings Various Rooms 

Wednesday 22 11:30 am Sloppy Joe Lunches Bill Wilson Center 

 22 7:00 pm Evening Women of Faith Off Site 

Saturday  25 4:00 pm Labyrinth Walk Labyrinth 

Sunday 26    

Monday 27  Memorial Day  

Tuesday 28 9:00 am Spire Folding Church Office 

 28 3:30 pm  Wake Up & Knit Friendship Room 
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We are an Open and Affirming Congregation! 

Mission Statement:  To understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS WORSHIP TIME - SUNDAY AT 10:00 A.M. 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday—Wednesday) Children’s Church School and 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Thursday—Friday)Nursery Care are available 

 


