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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

This year our Blessing of the Animals worship service  
will be held on Sunday September 29

th
 just a few  

days ahead of the Feast Day of St. Francis. We will  
hold the service, as we did last year, in our Fellow- 
ship Hall so that everyone can feel comfortable in  
bringing their precious animal friends to be blessed.  
You are invited to bring your dogs and cats and birds  
and hamsters in person or in pictures to be part of  
this enjoyable celebration of our extended families. 

The Spire • September 2019 

First Congregational Church of San Jose • UCC • In Partnership with United Disciples Fellowship 
Church Office: (408) 377-7121   www.firstccsj.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our annual fall picnic featuring our favorite musicals and show tunes—and good food, too! A kara-

oke machine will be available, and entertainment will be provided by “you”!  There will be a 

Bounce House for the children.  We also invite you to deco-

rate a table to the theme of your favorite musical. 

Please sign ups for karaoke table decorations and 

attendance Sundays after worship so we can 

plan set up and food.  Encourage your friends 

to perform with a goodwill offering collected 

at the picnic! 
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Saturday, September 7, 2019  

4:00 p.m. 

A Picnic!  At Edith Morley Park  

in Campbell 

Bring a picnic lunch, along with 
something to share if you like, and 
join us! 

All are welcome!  

Backyard mulch project is complete! 

MANY THANKS to all of you who volunteered on very short notice to 

spread 85 cubic yards of shredded bark in the backyard adjacent to the 

back parking lot. It looked like a daunting task on Thursday afternoon. 

But  now it looks great, as you can see in the attached picture.  

This was the last condition required to complete the “onsite work” spec-

ified in our Conditional Use Permit. This will be  a further demonstration 

of our “good faith effort” to meet all the terms required to extend the 

CUP, which we expect to occur at the Tuesday, August 13 Planning 

Commission hearing.  

The mark of a good project is completing ahead of schedule and under 

budget. The contractor could only spread the mulch next week, when a 

crew was available, at a cost of $3,000. We  got the job done in three 

days with a large investment of sweat equity.   

My thanks to Brian Link, Kristin Link, Terry Duffy, Gwen Duffy, Isaiah 

Duffy, Liz Carey, Noel Tebo, and our American Gothic quartet of  Sally 

Guan, John Kambish, Ewalt Goldbach, and  Mark Knudson (see attached 

picture).  

Charles Weidmann 

United Disciples 
Fellowship 

Work to remove the 

raised floor under 

the altar in the 

Sanctuary has been de-

layed. This work was approved by 

Church Council and was an-

nounced at the June 9th Congre-

gational Meeting. The raised floor 

has been proven (many times) to 

be a tripping hazard that can 

cause serious injury. The new altar 

will be moveable, which will pro-

vide much more flexibility in the 

use of the altar area.  

We have hired a contractor who 

was expecting to begin work in 

mid-September, once final draw-

ings and permits were approved 

by the City of Campbell. However, 

unexpected issues were raised by 

the City during permit review. We 

will be working with our architect 

and construction contractor to 

evaluate options for moving for-

ward. We will provide an update 

once a revised plan is in place. 

Board of Trustees 
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Dear Friends, 

As September rolls around, 
and we begin to engage in the 
more regular aspects of congrega-
tional life, a few new projects and 
programs will be available to us, 
and I thought it might be nice to 
bring these to your attention. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Currently (until September 
14th) I am engaged in using my 
much-valued 
continuing edu-
cation time in 
behalf of our 
fledgling social 
media strategy. I have a fair stack 
of books to peruse, all related to 
using social media effectively for 
the church. My hope is that early in 
this season we can bring together 
interested parties to craft both a 
comprehensive strategy for con-
sistently producing good content 
and quality communication (via 
social media) as well as some help 
and insight into creating the studio 
from which to produce 
it. 

READING TOGETHER 

Beginning with 
our October council 
meeting, and for the 
next year, our church 
council will be study-
ing a particularly inter-
esting book together. 
In Ruth Fletcher’s 
book, Thrive, we have an oppor-
tunity to discuss a variety of habits 
and practices common to many 
churches, across denominations, 
that are healthy and vibrant and, 
well, thriving. We are hoping that 
these guided discussions around 
topics such as engagement, 
thanksgiving, collaboration, prayer, 

hospitality, etc. will 
help us discover 
what we do well and 
what we can do bet-
ter. We hope as well 
that the discussion 
will engage more 
than just the church 
council, so each month I expect to 
include a newsletter reflection on 
the current topic and I invite eve-
ryone to grab the book and read 

along. 

LECTIONARY 
STUDY 

Beginning with 
the first Sunday 

in October I am planning on host-
ing a lectionary-based bible study. 
At 1:00p.m. each Sunday after-
noon anyone who might be inter-
ested is invited to join us in the 
Friendship room where we will 
examine and discuss one or more 
of the scriptures designated for 
the following week. This will offer 
folk an opportunity to learn more 

about the context and inter-
pretation of scripture in gen-
eral as well as a chance to dis-
cuss the ways in which these 
scriptures strike us in our own 
lives. Some Bible study materi-
als will be provided but the 
conversation will be informal. I 
fully expect that our discus-
sions will regularly influence 
the following week’s worship 
service. 

PRAYER GROUP 

In an effort to enhance and 
enrich the prayer life in our com-
munity, I am looking forward to 
beginning a weekly prayer group. 
On Wednesday evenings 
(beginning on October 2nd) from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. we will gather in 

. . . new opportunities to engage in 

our own spiritual lives, as well as the 

lives of the people around us.  

Rev. Tom’s Message 

If you have been with us for a little while and feel as though this might be a congregation you would 
like to join, come have pizza with us on September 29th at noon (in the choir room right next to the Fellow-
ship Hall). We’ll be hosting an informal inquirer’s gathering so you can bring your questions and your expec-
tations as we talk about membership and what that generally entails. No obligation of course, we’re always 
happy to spend time with friends who are just beginning to think about joining the congregation. 

NEW MEMBER INQUIRY 

the sanctuary. My expecta-
tion here is that every week 
we will spend some time 
considering (and practicing) 
approaches to Contempla-
tive Christian Prayer - based 
in the teachings of Thomas 
Merton - and then spend 

some time praying together on 
behalf of ourselves, our families, 
our loved ones, and the world 
around us. In addition to enhanc-
ing our ability to engage the 
world prayerfully, our weekly 
prayers may also help in crafting 
the Community Prayer portion of 
our worship services. While we 
would love to have you come 
regularly, the Contemplative Pray-
er Group is designed for having 
you drop in when you feel the 
need. 

We are also looking forward 
to a number of new opportunities 
to engage in our own spiritual 
lives, as well as the lives of the 
people around us. Our new Safe 
Parking program holds many op-
portunities, as does a program on 
Disaster Relief work that may 
grow into a mission trip. We will 
be planning something special for 
the Advent season with our 
friends from Campbell, UCC, and 
we are designing some opportu-
nities to gather and openly dis-
cuss both how we are being af-
fected by the state of the world, 
and how we might better engage 
the world as a church community. 
There is a lot to look forward to 
this Fall, and much that will bene-
fit from your input, your ideas, 
your gifts, skills, and support. 
Come be a part of it. 

Divine Blessings, 

Rev. Tom 
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New FCCSJ Tenant Springbridge School Church Logo Sale Items 

New FCCSJ Tenant Springbridge School starts classes August 19 

On August 6, the Church Council voted unanimously to enter into a 

Space Use Agreement with Springbridge International School, an inde-

pendent, coeducational, Japanese/English and Chinese/English bilin-

gual school. It was founded by husband-and-wife Robert and Komoko 

Regan, who have a combined 35 years of teaching and administration 

experience in both public and private schools in the US, Japan, and Sin-

gapore. They started Springbridge to provide a school that combined 

what they felt were the best aspects of the education systems in the US 

and Japan, and to provide that educational opportunity for their three 

children. 

The Tenant Management Ministry Team (TMMT) has had many interac-

tions with Springbridge over the last few months, and has been im-

pressed with their staff, programs and management. They have suc-

cessfully operated in Campbell for ten years, which included making 

significant improvements to an existing facility, meeting all their com-

mitments to the City of Campbell. All of our discussions and negotia-

tions have been very collaborative; they have been very open in sharing 

financial statements. 

We have signed a Letter of Intent with an initial two year commitment, 

plus an option to add a third year. The full lease agreement is currently 

under review and should be signed soon. For this school year, they will 

be leasing between five and eight rooms, and have between 83 and 

113 children on campus, depending on how they consolidate classes 

from their other locations.  

This two-to-three year timing will help FCCSJ meet our immediate fi-

nancial needs and allow the church to continue to evaluate all options 

for future use of our property. This could include a longer-term rela-

tionship with Springbridge, as they seek to expand over time. This tim-

ing will also allow both parties to establish a working relationship and 

ensure the compatibility of our two organizations. 

FCCSJ also recently gained approval from the City of Campbell to ex-

tend the Conditional Use Permit allowing for the operation of an ele-

mentary school and day care facility in existing FCCSJ facilities. The final 

conditions were met with the start of sidewalk improvements and land-

scaping next to the Leigh Ave parking lot. Landscaping will include sev-

en autumn purple ash trees, evergreen manzanita ground cover, and 

irrigation, consistent with City of Campbell specifications. This work is 

expected to be complete by the end of September.  

TMMT 

There are still 

many Logo items 

on sale. If you are 

interested in pur-

chasing anything 

please contact the 

church office to make arrange-

ments to see and/or make pur-

chase: 

 

The items are listed below along 

with the sale price. 

ITEM SALE 

T-Shirts $7.50 

Children sizes S--XL  

Colors: blue, red, light blue, & 

purple 

Adult sizes XS-2XL 

Colors: gray, green, navy, blue, 

olive, one 3XL in olive green 
 

Long Sleeve T-shirt $10.00 

Adult sizes 

1 M olive; 1 L olive 1 XL olive; 1 

2XL gray 2 M blue; 1XL blue; 2XL 

olive; 1 XL gray 
 

Polo shirt $10.00 

1 M navy; 1 L navy; 1 M dk. Green 

1 L dk. Green 
 

Hoodies $17.50 

Only 3 left; 1 S maroon; 2 S navy; 

1 XL navy 
 

¼ Zipper Sweatshirt $17.50 

Colors;  dark green, navy and 

black 

Small – 2XL 
 

Toddler/infant wear $5.00 

various sizes to 3 toddler 
 

Hat black – 2 left $6.00 

Apron $7.50 

Cookbook Free 

Travel mug $5.00 

Bottle $5.00 

Straw bottle $5.00 

Infuser $5.00 

Mugs $5.00 



Personal Emails will be printed incomplete, 

for example:  officemanager@________. 

We hope this will help avoid getting unwanted emails or spam. 

If you have asked how/where can I 

help immigrants,  let me introduce 

you to SIREN (Services, Immigrant 

Rights, and Education Network).  I 

found SIREN (or rather SIREN 

found me) at a presentation during 

an Indivisible San Jose meeting at 

our church.  I have been volunteer-

ing there for the past 2 years.  Brian 

Link has joined me as a volunteer 

from FCC.  In this brief article I 

hope to convey how volunteering 

or donating (or both) assist SIREN 

in helping immigrant communities.  

If you are interested or have further 

questions, please check out their 

website at  

http://www.siren-bayarea.org/      

or feel free to contact either myself 

or Brian. 

What does SIREN do:  SIREN’s 

mission is to empower low-income 

immigrants and refugees through 

community education and organiz-

ing, leadership development, policy 

advocacy, civic engagement and 

legal services.  We believe that all 

people regardless of legal status or 

nationality are entitled to essential 

services, human dignity, basic rights 

and protections, and access to full 

participation in society.  SIREN has a 

vision of a new America where im-

migrants and refugees are valued, 

integrated, and seen as essential to 

our society, and where the human 

rights of all persons are protected 

and honored. 

How can I 

help by Vol-

unteering:  

Brian and I 

currently vol-

unteer in 

their monthly 

DACA and citizenship clinics.  The 

DACA clinic involves assisting cur-

rent DACA recipients (because the 

current administration will not al-

low new DACA applications) com-

plete the paperwork to renew 

(every 2 years) their DACA status.  I 

can say that it is personally reward-

ing to meet some of the remarka-

ble young people that are pursuing 

their dreams despite having their 

immigration status in constant 

jeopardy.  The citizenship clinics 

involve helping current green card 

holders complete the application 

paperwork for full U.S. citizenship.  

Could applicants do the paperwork 

themselves?  Sure.  But, via web-

based training, we volunteers en-

sure that the SIREN attorneys re-

ceive accurate and consistent ap-

plications thereby reserving their 

valuable time for real legal issues. 

How can I help by Donating:  Be-

sides the clinics, SIREN is involved 

in a number of other activities 

identified in their mission state-

ment above.  One of the activities, 

is helping immigrants seeking asy-

lum. Please read Carmen’s story at 

the end of this article.  SIREN cur-

rently has a little over 100 open 

removal cases that are handled by 

only three attorneys in San Jose 

and Fresno. However, they see 

hundreds of cases during their 

Wednesday clinic of viable asylum 

claims for which, at present, they 

are unable to provide full represen-

tation.  Volunteering, and especially 

donations, increases the attorney 

resources available to assist with 

these asylum claims.   

CARMEN’S STORY 

Carmen is a 43-year-old Guatema-

lan woman who fled looking for a 

safe haven against her abusive hus-

band.  Her claim was based on se-

vere physical, verbal and sexual 

abuse in the course of her 16 years 

with her husband.  Despite the fact 

that she had filed various police re-

ports with Guatemalan authorities 

and her husband had been convict-

ed of domestic violence, she was 

never able to bring him to justice 

given that he worked in law en-

forcement.  Furthermore, because 

Guatemalan law allows an abuser 

to exchange a conviction by paying 

a nominal fee, her abuser was able 

to pay his way out.  He was back to 

harming her the very next day.  

These circumstances led Carmen to 

flee with her three children. 

Her journey to freedom was not 

easy, but SIREN was there to help 

every step of the way. SIREN Attor-

ney Grey Torrico prepared the client 

extensively, and much work went 

into her case.  Thanks to SIREN, 

Carmen won her asylum case in 

November.  Carmen and her three 

children now have a viable way to 

become permanent residents.  They 

have the ability to apply for that in 

a year’s time.  Their lives have for-

ever changed for the better, thanks 

to all those who are part of our SI-

REN community. 

— Howard Cohen 
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Immigrant Rights & Volunteer Opportunities 

http://www.siren-bayarea.org/


More Opportunities 
to Serve 
MONTHLY: 

Bill Wilson Center for Homeless 

Youth: We continue to prepare 

and serve a Hot Lunch monthly on 

the 4th Wednesday of the month. 

See Ellen Cook to be on a volun-

teer team. We are looking for vol-

unteers for September through 

the end of the year. 

Second Harvest:  The second 

Wednesday of each month, our 

congregation helps distribute 

food to needy families at the 

Campbell Methodist Church. Con-

tact Judy Stevens to be on an 8 

member team. 

SEPTEMBER: 

Village House:  We support medi-

cally fragile homeless women by 

helping staff both Day Centers 

and Night Centers as the program 

rotates from church to 

church.  During September the 

Day Center will be at Willow Glen 

United Methodist Church. The 

Overnight Center will also be in 

Willow Glen at the Stone Church. 

Contact Ellen Cook for infor-

mation or go to https://

villagehousesccca.com 

OCTOBER: 

Safe Park FCCSJ:  During October 

we will host 15 people who live in 

their cars. They will spend the 

night in our Parking Lot. Volun-

teers are needed to staff a hospi-

tality room each evening and 

morning for a couple of hours. 

Contact Karen Armor to volunteer 

to be on a team. 

Rebuilding Together:  Twice 

each year we help families to stay 

in their home by doing repairs 

and maintenance to make it safe. 

Our next rebuilding project will be 

on October 19, 2019. See Liz Carey 

to sign up.  
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This year the staff of Camp Coral 

asked our Community Services 

Ministry Team if we could pro-

vide picnic lunches for each of 

five field trips that had been ar-

ranged for their students. There 

were approximately 60 kids plus 

staff, volunteers, and some par-

ents who participated in the field 

trips and so we were looking to 

feed at least 70 people. The congregation was wonderful in the way 

they offered to buy food, donate money and some even gave home 

grown produce, plums and cherry tomatoes in particular. The job of 

making sure we had enough of everything was made easy because of 

your generosity. We were glad of the gifts of cash, because on the oc-

casions we were short of anything we could easily pick up items at the 

store at the last minute. The field trips all took place on Fridays, and so 

the food items were delivered on Wednesday afternoon to the Spartan 

Keys Action Center and the volunteers made the sandwiches and 

packed the lunches on Thursday. 

Valerie Sanchez was the site manager for Camp Coral this year and she 

kindly sent pictures of the students enjoying their lunch and also the 

following report showing her appreciation. Thank you again for all your 

support. 

Diane Kirton, on behalf of the CSMT 

The Spartan Keyes CORAL Summer Program this summer was an 

Under the Sea themed camp where students from Kinder to 8th grade 

participated in STEAM activities, balanced literacy, enrichment activi-

ties, and weekly field trips. Our field trips were coordinated around the 

theme of the camp as well as the curriculum we were learning that 

week. One of the great qualities about the program was that it was at 

no cost to our local families in the Spartan Keyes neighborhood. In ad-

dition, we provided students with free lunch from Martha's Kitchen, 

free field trips, and were also able to bring families with us on the field 

trips at no cost. With the assistance of everyone at the Congregational 

Church we were able to provide nutritious and healthy meals for our 

weekly field trips.  

Altogether we had 65 students 

registered and organized them 

by age groups to ensure they 

were reading books at their 

level.  The camp ended suc-

cessfully on August 2nd with 

many families asking to return 

next summer. Thank you to all 

who have supported and as-

sisted in this years camp.  

Valerie Sanchez, Site Manager 

CAMP CORAL SUMMER 2019 

https://www.villagehousesccca.com/
https://www.villagehousesccca.com/
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Safe Car Park in  

October 

FCC will be hosting guests for safe 

overnight parking during the 

month of October. We are doing 

this in partnership with Rotating 

Safe Car Park, a network of South 

Bay churches and nonprofits. This 

will be valuable way to use our 

facility and volunteer time to meet 

a growing need. 

There will be an Adult Forum on 

Sunday, September 22nd, where 

we will share more details about 

our program and how to get in-

volved during October. Thank you 

to those of you who have already 

signed up to express interest in 

volunteering. There will be many 

opportunities. We are planning 

training sessions for volunteers 

on Tuesday, September 24th at 

7:00 p.m. and Saturday, Septem-

ber 28th at 10:00 a.m. Please feel 

free to contact anyone on the 

Ministry Team for more info. 

Safe Car Park MT – Karen Armor, 
Ellen Cook, Mark Knudsen, Susan 
Price-Jang, Brian Link 

Adult Forum 

New Music, New Musicians 
 

All are welcome at our church AND in our music programs. No prerequisites, no ex-

perience, no audition. Questions? Email Music@FirstCCSJ.org 
 

Pick Up Choir for Everyone – Sunday, September 1st, 9:00 a.m.  

Chancel Choir (high school and up) – Thursday, September 5th, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

Joyful Noise! (grade 8 and younger) – Sunday, September 15th, 11:30-11:50 a.m. 

Drum Circle (grades 3-8) – Sunday, September 15th, 11:50-12:10 

Handbell Choir (grades 6 and up) – Monday, September. 9th, 7:30-9:00 p.m.   

 (7:00 p.m. for brand new ringers) 

 

Buddhist Mindfulness Meditation 
and Basic Buddhist Principles 
A class series offered by San Jose Insight Meditation 

 

Wednesdays 6 –  7:15PM  

September  18 –  October  23 ,  2019  
and a day of practice under the teacher's guidance will take place 

on Saturday, October 19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the classes 

 This six week class sequence will help you develop the practice of 

mindfulness meditation and introduce some basic principles of Bud-

dhism.  Each week will include instruction, meditation and time for 

questions or discussion. 

 The series is suitable for beginners as well as those wishing to re-

fresh their meditation practice and understanding. 

 It is not necessary to pre-register.  As always, the class is offered with-

out charge.  There will be opportunity to offer donations for the teach-

er and for rent expense. 
 

Teacher — Berget Jelane 

For questions or more information, please contact Berget 

408-255-2783  or  bbjelane@gmail.com. 
 

Location 

Friends Meeting House 

1041 Morse Street 

San Jose, CA 95126 
 

Parking 

Please park in the large lot across the street from the Meeting House.   

Please do not park in front of neighbors’ homes. 
 

For information about San Jose Insight Meditation, please go to http://sanjoseinsight.org/ 

mailto:Music@FirstCCSJ.org
mailto:bbjelane@gmail.com


Our next meeting is September, 

21, 2018 noon - 2:00 p.m. in the 

Friendship Room. If you are in the 

position of being a caregiver or 

support person (long distance, or 

nearby), and would like to connect 

with others experiencing the same 

kind of challenges, this is the 

group for you.  Whether you are 

caring for a parent or a spouse, 

sibling or neighbor, you are wel-

come to join us.  We meet on the 

third Saturday of each 

month.  Each meeting we have a 

time of check in, and then explore 

a topic related to caregiving. 

Bring a dish to share for our 

monthly potluck. 

All women are invited to attend 

our Women of Faith Groups. We 

meet monthly for discussion of a 

theme and loving support for one 

another.  You are welcome to join 

either or both groups.  

 

Morning Women of Faith: 

Meets the 1st Monday at 10:00 

a.m. each month except for Sep-

tember..  Our next meeting is Sep-

tember 9, 2019. All women are 

welcome to this time of mutual 

support and caring conversation.  

Please join us! 

 

Evening Women of Faith:   

Meets on the 4th Wednesday at 

7:00 p.m. each month  Evening 

Women of Faith will meet at Ellen 

Cook's home on Wednesday, Sep-

tember 24 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss 

Searching for Sunday, by Rachel 

Held Evans. All women are wel-

come. Reading the book is not a 

requirement. Join us! 

Volume XXXX Number 9 Page 8 

Save the Dates! 

Save the Date! 
The Celtic Harp Concert 

Returns:  Sunday,  

November 24 – 3:00 

Mark Your Calendar! 

The Fall Church 

Work Day is sched-

uled for Saturday, 

September 21, from 

8am to noon. We will 

have many different 

opportunities to par-

ticipate for people of all skill lev-

els. If you have a particular pro-

ject you want to work on, you can 

add it to our list. Coffee, juice, 

and munchies will be provided. 

So, join us for fun, fellowship and 

service, as we continue to take 

care of this beautiful campus 

which has been gifted to us. For 

more details, contact Mark Knud-

son (mknudsen@jps.net or 

408.377.9030) or Charles 

Weidmann (cpwe@ix.netcom.com 

or 408.893.9902). 

Save the Date  

Women’s Retreat! 

All women of the church are invit-

ed to join together for our annual 

retreat at St. Francis Retreat Cen-

ter in San Juan Bautista on the 

weekend of January 10 – 12, 

2020. Our theme is Living Waters, 

and our keynote speaker will be 

Deborah Streeter, former Associ-

ate Conference 

Minister, North-

ern California/

Nevada Confer-

ence.  We look 

forward to see-

ing you! 

FALL CRAFT & BAKE 

SALE 

Sunday, October 27th.  Calling all 

bakers and crafters who like to 

get a head start preparing 

goodies for our fabulous Fall Bake 

Sale!  Please put October 27th on 

your calendars for the Fall Bake 

Sale. Your beautiful crafts will be 

just what early shoppers will be 

looking for as they get a head 

start on the holiday shopping 

season! And your goods will help 

support the annual Women’s 

Retreat.  

Annual Reports 
Due—December 3, 2019 

Boards and Committees please 

start thinking about your reports 

now so that they are in the Church 

Office by December 3rd.  If you 

need to see last year’s report I can 

send you a copy.  It takes many 

people in the office to get the 

Church Annual Report ready by 

the January 25, 2020, Annual 

Meeting.  Your help in getting 

your board and committee reports 

to the office by December 3th will 

be greatly appreciated by the 

Office Staff and Volunteers.   

Thank You,  

Cindy Eckhardt, Office Manager 

mailto:mknudsen@jps.net
mailto:cpwe@ix.netcom.com
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Sunday School Begins  

September 15th 

Sunday Morning Fall Program-

ming for our Children begins 

on Sunday, September 15
th

. We 

have a new curriculum, A Joyful 

Path, created by Progressive 

Christianity.Org. This series of 

38 lessons teaches compassion, 

inclusion, mindfulness, progres-

sive theology, environmental 

stewardship, social justice and 

more. It includes Bible verses, 

stories, meditations, opportuni-

ties for discussion, and many 

activities to help our children 

build their own Christian un-

derstanding and path in this 

world. It is easily adaptable to 

different teaching styles and 

techniques. 

Classes will be grouped by age 

with 2ND—5TH GRADE Chil-

dren in Room 14 and PRE-K—

1ST GRADE in Room 7, next 

door to the nursery. As we have 

done for the last couple of 

years, the children will remain 

in worship on the first Sunday 

of every month.  
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Friday, September 27, 2019 is 

Kid’s Nite Out for the fall, and  

         the “mane” event will be  

        a visit from Liz Carey’s  

          Arabian horse, Princess  

               Basia.  We will groom  

            and decorate and feed  

     Basia, as we have done in  

       the past (see picture).   

       Basia is a particularly  

       beautiful and well- 

     mannered horse, so kids 

and parents will feel safe  

    around her.  

 

Family Ministries News 

For Youth/Children 

Volunteers 
Pursuant to our Safe Church 

Policy, we are required to pro-

vide Safe Church training for 

all our Classroom Volunteers.  

We are going to provide that 

training, along with a review of 

and an 

introduction to the new curric-

ulum after church on Sunday, 

September 8th from 11:30-

12:30 in Room 14. If you are a 

regular Volunteer, or just con-

sidering it and seeking more 

information, please attend! 

More Family Ministries News  

As the weather cools, it is time for 

us to kick off our fall Children's 

programs.  Full church school 

starts on September 15th, don't 

forget to fill out your family regis-

tration form.   

SAVE THE DATES - Kids Night 

Out - 5th grade and younger 

Friday September 27, 2019 at 

6:00 p.m. - Night of Horsing 

around (Yes Princess Basia will be 

here with Liz Carey) 

Friday December 6, 2019 at 6:00 

p.m. - Frosting Follie 

Friday February 7, 2020 at 6:00 

p.m. —TBA 

Friday April 3, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.

—TBA 

Opportunity to be part of chil-

dren's program without a large 

commitment —   We are looking 

for those interested in planning/

leading the program for February 

or April Kid's Night Out.  You can 

let Maryann Coole or Church of-

fice know of your interest. 

Sale of Logo merchandise contin-

ues.  See page 3 of Spire. 

Thank you from Family Ministries 

to all for your generosity.  We 

raised $3,624.44 for Heifer Inter-

national between Lenten Project 

collections and Loose Plate Offer-

ing.  This will educate 13 girls for 

a year. 



Mary Hughes 9/4 

Debra Yelverton 9/6 

Ellen Cook 9/9 

Darlene Bogle 9/10 

Sean Everton 9/12 

Marilyn Cohen 9/13 

 9/14 

Carla Zaccheo 9/15 

Florence Roat 9/16 

Alan Cole 9/16 

Molly Alexandro 9/19 

Bob Horst 9/19 

Linda Fish 9/20 

Bill Winchester 9/21 

Susan Price 9/22 

Mariah Zaccheo 9/25 

Cheryl Houts 9/28 

Sonia Molina 9/30 

Lionel & Diane Kirton 9/3 

Austin & Barbara Kilburn 9/6 

Ann & Norman Lougee 9/10 

Rv. Tom Gough & Kitty Nesbitt 9/12 

Lionel & Diane Kirton 9/13 

Gloria & Don Bordeaux-Pacholec 9/20 

Jamie & Juergen Schweizer 9/28 

Volume XXXX Number 9 Page 11 

In Our 

Thoughts 

& Prayers 

 Mayetta Behringer  

 Billie Cole 

 Rev. Ann Lougee 

 Darlene Bogle & Becky Lake 

 John & Mariel Oliver 

 Diane Noren 

 Helen Battad 

 Betty Kirtland 

 Mary Remley & Silvia Givens 

 Thomas Schweizer 

 All those who struggling with 

family changes. 

 All those who are recipients 

of hospice care. 

 The women at Elmwood Jail. 

 All Military active duty and 

all Veterans; May we be a 

welcoming congregation for 

all those who have served 

(and their families) in the 

Armed Forces  

2019 SPIRE DATES 

Month Deadline Mailing 

February Mon. Jan. 21 Jan. 29 

March Mon. Feb. 18 Feb. 27 

April Mon. Mar. 18 Mar. 27 

May Mon. Apr. 15 Apr. 24 

June Mon. May 20 May 29 

July Mon. June 17 June 26 

August Mon. July 15 July 24 

September Mon. Aug. 19 Aug. 28 

October Mon. Sept. 16 Sept. 25 

November  Mon. Oct. 21 Oct. 30 

December Mon. Nov. 18 Nov. 27 

January 2019 Mon. Dec. 16 Dec. 27 

Staff Office Hours 
 

Rev. Tom is in the office Saturday 

— Wednesday & takes Thursday 

& Friday off.  Available weekly 

from Saturday through 

Wednesday . Do not expect a 

reply on Thursday or Friday. 

Kristin’s hours are Mon & Wed 

9:00 a.m.-noon & by appointment.  

Cindy - Office manager is in the 

office Monday — Friday from 9:00 

a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Happy  
September  

Anniversary! 

Happy  
September  
Birthday! 

Dear Church Friends, 

Thank you for your cards, phone 

calls, and good wishes while I was 

recovering from my knee re-

placement surgery. They were 

greatly appreciated, and bright-

ened my “down” time.  

Claire Markus 

VACATION Rev. Tom will be on 

vacation from August 18th until 

September 1st - and then on 

Study Leave from September 2nd 

through September 15th. Worship 

services will be led by:  Septem-

ber 1 - Rev. Ann Lougee; Septem-

ber 8 - Rev. Shelley Wessels.  Pas-

toral emergency situations would 

be best communicated through 

the church office. 
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BOARD/COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

Church Council 1st Tues 7:30 pm Friendship Rm 
Family Ministries 2nd Sun 11:30 am Church Office 
Common Ground Mtgs 3rd Tues 6:30 pm Friendship Rm 

Trustees 3rd Tues 6:30 pm Friendship Rm 
Diaconate 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Sanctuary 
Outreach 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Office 
Fellowship 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Room 14 

 
Adult Learning As Needed 
Special Gifts As Needed See Spire Calendar 
Stewardship As Needed for dates and time. 
Pastoral Relations As Needed 
Personnel Policies As Needed 

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS. 
 

Sun 10:00 am FCC Worship Sanctuary 
 11:00 am FCC Fellowship Fellowship Hall 
 11:30 am Adult Forum Friendship Room 
Mon 10:00 am Morning Women of Faith(1

st
) Friendship Rm 

 11:30 am Dreamer’s Choice Lunch (2
nd

) Courtyard 
 12:15 pm Dream Group Friendship Room 
 2:30 pm Spiritual Practice(2

nd
) Rv. Tom’s Office 

 7:30 pm Bell Rehearsal Sanctuary 
Tues 3:30 pm Wake Up & Knit Friendship Room 
Wed 10:00 am Staff Meeting Rv. Tom’s Office 
 7:00 pm Evening Women of Faith(4

th
)  off site 

Wed-Sat10:00 am  Organ Practice Sanctuary 
Thur 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 

September 2019 
Sunday  1 9:00 am Pickup Choir Sanctuary 

Monday 2  Happy Labor Day  Office Closed 

Tuesday 3 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting Friendship Room 

Thursday 5 7:30 pm Choir Practice Begins Choir Room 

Saturday 7 4:00 pm UDF Picnic Edith Morley Park 

Sunday 8 11:30 am Church School Teacher Training Youth Room 

 8 12:30 pm Family Ministries Team Meeting Youth Room 

Monday 9 10:00 am Morning Women of Faith Friendship Room 

 9 11:30 am Dreamers Choice Lunch Courtyard 

 9 7:30 pm Bell Practice Begins Sanctuary 

Wednesday 11 1:30 pm Family Harvest Food Sorting                   Campbell Methodist Chudh 

Saturday 14 9:00 am Indivisible Meeting Friendship Room 

 14 2:00 pm Church Picnic Set up                                    Fellowship Hall / Kitchen 

Sunday 15 10:00 am Sunday School Starts Room 6 or 14 

 15 11:00 am The Show Must Go On! Church Picnic Courtyard 

Monday 16  Spire Articles Due Church Office 

Tuesday 17 6:30 pm Common Ground Meal Courtyard 

 17 7:00 pm Common Ground Meetings Various rooms 
Saturday 21 8:00 am Church Work Day Courtyard 
 21 12:00 pm CareGivers Meeting Friendship Room 

Sunday 22 11:30 am Adult Forum—Safe Parking is Coming Friendship Room 

Tuesday 24 9:00 am Spire Folding Church Office 

 24 7:00 pm Safe Parking Volunteer Training Youth Room 

Wednesday 25 11:30 am Sloppy Joe Lunches Bill Wilson Center 

 25 7:00 pm Evening Women of Faith Off Site 

Friday 27 6:00 pm Kid’s Night Out                                            Youth Room / Courtyard 

Saturday 28 8:00 am Church Work Day Courtyard 

 28 10:00 am Safe Parking Volunteer Training Youth Room 
 28 4:00 pm Labyrinth Walk Labyrinth 
Sunday 29 10:00 am Blessing of the Animals Worship Fellowship Hall 
 29 11:30 am Executive Board Meeting Rev. Tom’s Office 

 29 12:00 pm New Member Inquiry Church Office 



We are an Open and Affirming Congregation! 

Mission Statement:  To understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS WORSHIP TIME - SUNDAY AT 10:00 A.M. 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday—Wednesday) Children’s Church School and 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Thursday—Friday) Nursery Care are available 

 

 


